
On July, 8th 2016 the 6th Silk Way Rally set off from Red Square in Moscow and headed east. The 
competition took place in three countries: Russia, Kazakhstan and China, and linked the three capitals: 
Moscow, Astana and Beijing. Crews covered a distance of more than 10,000 kilometres.

The race organizers have set an ambitious target: the Silk Way Rally should combine the best qual-
ities of time-honoured African and transcontinental Eurasian rallies.

Now, when all challenges are already met, I understand that we reached this target. Wide open 
spaces, wonderful scenery, a friendly atmosphere in the bivouacs, the spirit of adventure and rivalry 
reminded the participants of the unforgettable routes of the late 20th century. Millions fans of motor-
sport from all over the world watched the uncompromised struggle on little-travelled territories of the 
new challenging routes! It happened! Organizing such a complex transcontinental rally has brought us 
invaluable experience. We now know exactly what to do to make the next edition even better and more 
interesting. 

Rally Organization Committee has garnered the highest level support in the Russian Federation, 
Kazakhstan and in China on state level and also on level of partners. Our countries are united by cen-
turies-old traditions and friendly relations. Silk Way Rally 2016 complies with the idea of cooperation 
and closer communication between the countries of Ancient Silk Road area. Hospitality traditions of 
our people, fantastic nature, landscapes and wide spaces have already made the next edition of rally 
attractive for leading teams of the world.

On behalf of Organization Committee I would like to thank all those that provided support in hold-
ing this rally-raid. We are especially grateful to Gazprom CEO Alexey Miller, who became an inspirer of 
Silk Way Rally project and granted worldwide supporters with this great and colourful sporting event.

See you at the start of Silk Way Rally 2017!

Project Director
Vladimir Chagin



«We have to confirm the excellent 2016 results. We had 102 
cars and 23 trucks at the start in Red Square and thanks to 
them, we were able to offer the media a spectacular race and 
receive hundreds of hours of coverage in 196 countries.  The 
2017 Silk Way will resolutely turn towards sport and explora-
tion. Everything has been thought of, so that the crews can 
enjoy themselves as much as possible both on the stages and 
in the bivouac.»

Frédéric Lequien, Deputy Director of Silk Way Rally

«I’ve attended   rally-raids for about twenty years but I never 
get used to the infinite beauty of the landscapes of our planet! 
Trust me, after seeing the draft of the new route, I can tell you 
that next year Silk Way Rally competitors will  take a lot of 
pleasure every day! As for the sporting aspects of the route, 
they will be well-balanced, with, for example, less road sections.

Silk Way has changed dimension, amateurs and professionals 
make it an unavoidable objective, the plateau will be grandiose 
in 2017 ... A huge upcoming edition!»

Luc Alphand, Sports Adviser of Silk Way Rally

«I was struck by amazing energy of those who took part in this 
project: organizers, crews, journalists and fans! Coupled with 
racing competition spirit, beauty of landscapes, rich culture 
and history of countries crossed by rally route, it has given 
a big boost to the development of Silk Way Rally brand. The 
White Tiger has made a significant jump!»

Denis Simachev, Rally Creative Director



NEW LEVEL OF RACING

The Silk Way Rally is one of the greatest competitions in the world of rally-raids. The first 
edition of this race took place in 2009 and connected Russia, Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan. 
At that time rally was concluded at the initiative of the presidents of these three countries, who 
were also personally present on the award ceremony.

The rally name “Silk Way” represents the Eurasian nature of the race and its meaning for the 
connection of all countries in the area of the Ancient Silk Road. From 2010 to 2013 about one 
thousand pilots and copilots, on their cars and trucks represented 30 countries, on the rally.

In 2016 Silk Way Rally reached a new level. With the support of rally general partner 
“Gazprom” the race has got annual finances for the race conduction up to year 2018. At the same 
time Silk Way Rally for the first time in its history crossed the territories of Russia, Kazakhstan 
and China, connecting Moscow with Beijing. Such decision was made to emphasize the active 
development of diplomatic, social and economic relations between Russia and China. The sixth 
edition of Silk Way Rally started on the 8th of July on the Red Square in Moscow. The route 
went through the capital of Kazakhstan – Astana, and the finish ceremony was held on the 
24th of July at the Beijing National Stadium “Bird’s Nest”.



DRIVERS’ QUOTES
Cyril Despres, 
Peugeot Total Team, winner of 2016 Silk Way Rally:

«They have the route, they have the will, their organization is 
a mix of Russian, Kazakh and Chinese people, which is just 
amazing to conduct… With, in addition, a touch of the French 
boss, Fred Lequien and his team, they have everything to suc-
ceed. The only thing I have to say is: I cannot wait for the next 
Silk Way Rally!»

Stéphane Peterhansel, 
Peugeot Total Team: 

«We had a nice race and an interesting route with special 
stages in fields, steppes, mountains, dunes, with wonder-
ful landscapes and this, is very important. They have done 
a good job, there was really a quality organization and nice 
special stages. Hats off to the organizers who have, from the 
very start, reached a very high level of organization!»

Sébastien Loeb, Peugeot Total Team:

«I’ve appreciated this race, which I found more «rally-raid» 
than the Dakar. In fact, we had less special stages of WRC 
type, more off-track sections and terrains which kept chang-
ing from start to finish. At start, we drove on tracks, crossing 
other tracks on fields stretching as far as the eye could see. 
Then, the ground became more dry, then, more sandy. After 
that, we had to face huge dunes, with rather many off-track 
special stages… All this makes it a very interesting rally.»

Han Wei, 
Geely Boyue Hanwei SMG Team:

«The 2016 Silk Way Rally was an unforgettable journey, the 
route was impressive. I’m very happy to have finished 6th and I 
enjoyed the whole race. I am very excited to know that reccies for 
2017 Silk Way Rally have already started. I’m looking forward to 
welcoming more international pilots to my country and to hav-
ing a wonderful race on the Chinese stages.»



DRIVERS’ QUOTES 
Nasser Al-Attiyah, 
Toyota Gazoo Racing Team:

«I would really like to thank Vladimir Chagin and his team for 
having organized such a nice Silk Way Rally. Unfortunately, I 
missed it in 2016, but I promise that, next year, I will be there! 
I’ve heard many positive echoes about this rally, the craze is 
incredible. You can count on me for the next edition.»

Airat Mardeev, 
KAMAZ-master Team, winner of 2016 Silk Way Rally:

«It is the fifth time KAMAZ-master wins the Silk Way Ral-
ly. But this time is different. And the race itself has marked 
the beginning of a new story. The route was very challenging: 
lots of sandy and off-road sections. It was a true rally-raid!»

Aidyn Rahkhimbaev, 
pilot of Astana Motorsports Team:

«That was the toughest race in my life. The last special stage 
was not just a final catch up but a real and complete racing 
stage. Continuous dunes. A lot of jumps. We tried to save 
the car. This rally taught me to appreciate what you have. We 
could have hit the gas pedal on the last special stage and 
brought damage both to the car and to the achieved result. 
But we managed to hold our position. This Silk Way Rally was 
the longest and the most challenging in the entire history of 
this competition. We’ve done it!» 

Andrey Dmitriev, 
pilot of Gazprom Gazenergoset Team:

«From the point of view of a man who sits in the pilot’s cabin, 
no doubt, the race was organized and prepared at the high-
est international level. I know what hardest difficulties the 
organizers of a transcontinental race have to face – from visa 
support and security to technical and logistics services for 
thousands of people at the bivouac. So, I think that organi-
zation level is very high.»



THE SHOW OF INTERNATIONAL LEVEL
The media coverage of Silk Way Rally 2016 was represented by the largest TV channels, 

International news agencies, printed and online media of not only sporting but also social-po-
litical and lifestyle content.

The Silk Way Rally is delighted of the cooperation between rally organization committee 
and Eurosport Media Group, which covers 114 countries and provides broadcasting in 20 lan-
guages.

The production teams of Russian and Chinese largest TV channels were shooting the race 
and the finish ceremony was broadcasted live by CCTV and Hunan TV.

The hard competition of Silk Way Rally was described in the editions of the world leading 
media, including CNN, Financial Times, The Globe and Mail, Slate, IBT, Hamshahri, WSJ.com 
(USA) etc.

Almost 30 channels broadcasted SWR images on 196 countries.



SILK WAY RALLY 2016 FIGURES

- Total distance of the rally: 10 735 km

- Total distance of special stages: 4 105 km 

- Number of vehicles (race): 102 cars* + 23 trucks 

- Number of vehicles (assistance): 208

- Number of pilotes & co-pilotes: 270

- Number of assistance people: 665

- Number of nationalities represented: 41  

- Number of organization vehicles: 168

- Total number of people on the bivouac: 2 200

- Number of stages: 15

- Number of permanent International journalists: 145

- Number of countries broadcasting SWR TV  programs: 196

* 89 international competitors + 13 national Russian competitors.



ROUTE

7th edition of Silk Way Rally is another challenge to human skills and technical capability. In 
2017 the rally will go on under the form of international competition in Russia, Kazakhstan and 
China. For this new start Organizers have prepared new routes, which will lead the pilots from 
Moscow Red Square to the ancient cradle of Chinese civilization — Xi’an, the modern center of 
culture and education. The full variety of terrains, tricky navigation traps and great sands of 
Gobi desert will become a new unforgettable adventure for the entire rally caravan.

RUSSIA

KAZAKHSTAN

CHINA

MOSCOW
07.07.2017

URUMQI
16.07.2017
REST DAY

XI’AN
22.07.2017

moscow~xi’an
7—22.07.2017



THE COUNTRIES 

RUSSIA

After the solemn start ceremony on Red Square 
the participants will take off towards scenic 
twisting roads, rush through boundless Russian 
fields, where only the best navigators will be able 
to found the right direction in high grass. The 7th 
edition of the rally will include the all-new and 
untraveled routes of European part of Russia, that 
will be enjoyed by both admirers of classic rally 
and fans of speedy sections in open spaces. 

KAZAKHSTAN

Kazakhstan is a linking bridge between Europe 
and Asia. Stretching from the Volga Delta to Tian 
Shan mountains, it will become a part of Silk Way 
Rally route for the third time. Breathtaking lakes 
and canyons together with mountain plateaus 
and ravines are a landmark of rally routes, which 
once again will set up a challenge for racers, 
their piloting skills and ability to adapt to surface 
conditions. That is a true test of endurance in the 
conditions of frequent elevation changes and 
rising temperature.   

CHINA

Silk Way Rally caravan will cross Tian Shan 
mountains and enter China, where the keen 
sporting competition in Gobi desert will once again 
require the highest attention. In China competitors 
will explore the secrets of ancient civilization and 
unknown lands. The giant dunes and great sand 
massifs, extreme temperatures, sudden changes 
of direction and hidden traps will make the journey 
to Xi’an an unforgettable adventure and an 
incredible human and physical experience.



THE CITIES 
MOSCOW

Since 2011, Red Square, the very heart of Russian capital, 
has been the constant starting point of the Silk Way 
Rally. The bright and solemn start ceremony under the 
walls of Kremlin highlights an important role of this 
race in the sporting life of the country and year by year, 
attracts thousands of fans to witness this spectacular 
and amazing event. As the most populated city in Europe, 
Moscow became an ideal place of taking off for the unique 
route that connects two continents and spreads the 
concept of friendship and cooperation between nations. 

URUMQI

A giant oasis between snow-capped Tian Shan Bogdo 
mountain and Salt Lake, which locals call Chinese Dead 
Sea, the city of Urumqi will host the rest day of Silk Way 
Rally in 2017. As one of the largest megalopolises in 
Central Asia, Urumqi is commonly known as an industrial 
centre, and due to its diversified population, as one of 
the capitals of culture with all its monuments, its Taoist 
and Buddhist temples. Urumqi has also earned a place 
in the Guinness Book of Records as the most remote 
city from any sea in the world (2500 km). 

XI’AN

A city with three thousand years history, a great 
capital of 13 dynasties – that is Xi’an, an ancient cradle 
of Chinese civilization, which hides the evidences of 
earliest human settlements and ruins of old villages. 
As a starting point of Great Silk Road, under Tang 
dynasty Xi’an reached the top of its power and became 
the largest city in the world. Today it is a developed 
megalopolis with more than seven million people, 
a multicultural center, one of the top three Chinese 
cities with the biggest number of universities. The 
most significant historical and architectural places 
of interest of Chinese Empire – Stone Forest in Beilin 
and legendary Terracotta Army in the Mausoleum of 
Qin Shi Huang – are also located here.



NEW PLACES, NEW ADVENTURES! SILK WAY RALLY 2017 
RECONNAISSANCE IS MOVING FORWARD.

Organization of International rally-raid 
“Silk Way Rally” continues to conquer sands! 
Reco group now explores Chinese lands, 
working on the Road Book of the Silk Way 
Rally 7 th edition, which will take place next 
July, with 14 stages through 3 countries.

12 specialists on Toyotas, official cars 
of the rally, started from north-west of 
China in Kumtag Desert, near the famous 
Turfan Basin. This area is known for its 
exceptional summer heat. Reco group 
targets on finding the most exciting routes 
that will not only set competitors a great 
challenge but also make them discover the 
diversity of Eurasian natural landscapes. 
And if this year many pilots have qualified 
the Silk Way Rally route as the hardest of 
the year, in 2017 participants are expecting 
new surprises, therefore the basis for the 
future race is being formed right now.

The first part of reccies were last until 
the beginning of December, and general 
reconnaissance will start in April and 
include Russian and Kazakh territories, 
which are currently covered with snow.



2017 SILK WAY RALLY Program

10th January 2017 Opening of registration – Start of reduced fee

3rd April 2017 Start of standard fee

1st June 2017 Closure of registration

5th, 6th and 7th July 2017 Administrative checks and scrutineering in Moscow

7th July 2017 Start podium on the Red Square in Moscow

8th to 22nd July 2017 14 legs 1 rest day

16th July 2017 Rest day in Urumqi

22nd July 2017 Prize giving in Xi’an



GAZPROM GOAL : TO BECOME THE LEADER OF GLOBAL ENERGETIC COMPANIES

Alexeï Miller - Gazprom CEO:

“Our cooperation with China in the Gas sector is developing quickly. The Silk Way Rally, which links the 
two countries, will become a symbol of our strategic partnership. Gazprom only sets ambitious targets and 
in supporting the Silk Way Rally we want this competition to become the biggest rally-raid in the world.”

PJSC “Gazprom” is a global energetic company. Its main activities are geological exploration, mining, 
transportation, storage, processing and realization of gas (also in the capacity of motor fuel), gas conden-
sate and petrol, and also the producing and sales of heat and electrical energy.

Gazprom sees its mission as the reliable, effective and well-balanced supply of consumers with natu-
ral gas, other kinds of energy resources and the products of their processing.

Gazprom owns the richest gas reserves in the world and is the leader in its mining.  At the meantime 
the company actively realizes the large-scale projects on the development of gas resources on the Yamal 
peninsula, arctic shelf, Eastern Siberia and Far East, and several projects on the hydrocarbon overseas 
exploration and mining. Gazprom is a reliable gas supplier for Russian and foreign consumers. The com-
pany owns the Unified System of Gas Supply of Russia, which includes the world largest gas transmission 
pipeline system as well as the object of mining, processing and underground storage of gas.  

Gazprom realizes more than a half of gas sales in the domestic market. Moreover, the company sup-
plies gas to more than 30 countries.

In 2014 Gazprom and CNPC signed a contract of Russian pipeline gas supply to China through the 
“eastern” route. The contract for the term of 30 years requires the export of more than 1 trillion cubic me-
ters of gas. The infrastructure necessary for the start of supplies in now under construction. In 2015 was 
signed an agreement of general terms of gas supply to China through another pipeline route – “western”, 
and also the memorandum of understanding on the project of pipeline gas supply to China from Russian 
Far East.

Gazprom is the only Russian supplier and exporter of liquid natural gas (LNG). The company success-
fully develops the LNG commerce in the framework of acting project “Sahalin-2” and also realizes new 
projects, which will allow Gazprom to strengthen its influence at the rapidly growing world market of LNG.

The company is one of the largest oil and electric energy producers in Russia and the 1st in the world 
for the generation of heat energy.

The strategic goal of PJSC “Gazprom” is becoming the leader of global energetic companies by the 
diversification of marketing areas, the guarantee of secure supplies, the increase of activity efficiency and 
the usage of scientific and technical potential powers. 



It’s hard to imagine off-road racing without Toyota vehicles. The list of company’s achieve-
ments would not be complete without their victories in rally-raids on international level, espe-
cially in the world famous Dakar rally. For the Production Teams (T2), Toyota’s off-road vehicles 
already became a choice by default. Professional pilots and racing amateurs choose Toyota off-
road vehicles for their extraordinary capacities (created in 65 years of sustained development 
of off-road technologies) and for inimitable durability.

Toyota has hold its leading position in the world of motor technologies for half a century. 
Toyota’s production cars, which totally succeeded the previous sport achievements and adopt-
ed the best off-road innovations, serve as a world standard of reliability, quality and durability. 
The highest level of adaptation to the harsh on-road and weather conditions, frame construc-
tion, four-wheel drive and modern electronic control systems of off-road driving give drivers a 
total confidence in all situations.  

Due to this unique complex of capacities, Toyota’s off-road vehicles, which have proven 
their extraordinary durability on the routes of Russia, where beyond competition in choosing 
the official vehicle of Silk Way Rally.





SILK WAY RALLY MEDIA CONTACTS 

International

International media director 
Chris Rodrigo 
crodrigo@silkwayrally.ru 

Russia

Russia media director 
Erik Khayrullin 
media@silkwayrally.ru

China 

China media director 
Kathy Li 
kathylihui@silkwayrally.ru


