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GENERAL INFORMATION

The all-new British Talent Cup begins in 2018, beginning a 
whole new phase of Dorna’s Road to MotoGP™ program. 
The new Cup is designed as the perfect stepping-stone 
for riders from the British Isles to get onto the world stage, 
providing an opportunity like no other for young talent to 
grow and progress on the Road to MotoGP™. 23 riders are 
ready to line up in the first season, preparing to fight for the 
title of first ever British Talent Cup Champion.

The riders, aged between 12 and 17, have all been 
handpicked from aspiring hopefuls at the first ever British 
Talent Cup selection event ahead of the 2017 British Grand 
Prix at Silverstone. Racing on Honda NSF250R Moto3™ 
machinery, the calendar begins racing alongside the British 
Superbike Championship (BSB) at Donington Park, and 

returns to the venue with WorldSBK. Then BSB heads for 
Snetterton, before the British Grand Prix at Silverstone puts 
the 23 young BTC riders on stage with MotoGP™. The 
final two dates on the calendar are then both overseas, 
as the British Talent Cup races with BSB at the TT Circuit 
Assen in the Netherlands and then rounds out the year at 
the grand finale of the MotoGP™ season in Valencia. A 
perfect mix of tracks and events make for an exciting and 
challenging first season.

Who will take the first ever British Talent Cup crown? Six 
events, 12 races and 23 riders are ready for the challenge 
in 2018.
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THE SERIES

The British Talent Cup is run by Dorna, the organisers of the 
MotoGP™ World Championship and the MOTUL FIM Superbike 
World Championship, as well as co-organiser of the Red Bull 
MotoGP Rookies Cup. The competition is intended to discover 
the most talented young riders in the British Isles, providing the 
first step on their Road to MotoGP™.

The organisation provides all-encompassing support to riders 
with a full, professional infrastructure meeting international 
racing standards, as well as also managing all the logistics 
involved in running the Cup. Beyond nurturing their talent, the 
support provided to the riders also includes some of the travel 
costs incurred so they can focus on the job at hand: developing 
their potential as motorcycle racers.

Sister series the Asia Talent Cup has already proven to be a 
resounding success when you look at the entry list for the 2018 
Moto3™ World Championship, and the British Talent Cup is the 
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next exciting addition to the Road to MotoGP™ program. In 
2018, 23 young riders from across the British Isles will be fighting 
to be crowned the first ever Champion in the series, racing at 
home tracks and further afield alongside some incredible events.
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Honda NSF250R Moto3

Dimensions Engine

Overall length 1,809 mm (71.2 in) Type Liquid cooled 4-stroke engine

Overall width 560 mm (22.0 in) Cylinder arrangement Single cylinder, inclined 15º from vertical

Overall height 1,037 mm (40.8 in) Bore and stroke 78.0 x 52.2 mm (3.07 x 2.06 in)

Wheelbase 1,219 mm (48.0 in) Displacement 249.3 cm3 (15.21 cu-in)

Ground clearance 107 mm (4.2 in) Compression ratio 12.3:1

Seat height standard 729 mm (28.7 in) Valve train Chain driven, DOHC

Lubrication system Semi-dry sump, forced pressure and 

wet sump

Frame Oil pump type Trochoid

Type Aluminium, twin tube

Front suspension Telescopic, inverted type

Rear suspension Swinger, Pro-link Fuel System

Front tire size 90/80 R17 Throttle body type GQD1A

Rear tire size 115/75 R17 Throttle bore 50 mm (2.0 in)

Front brake Single disc 296 mm, with 4-piston caliper

Rear brake Single disc 186 mm, with single piston 

caliper Drive Chain

Fuel capacity 11.0 liter (2.91 US gal, 2.42 Imp. gal) Clutch operating system Cable operated

Clutch type Wet, multi-plate

Electrical Transmission 6 speeds constant mesh

Fuel Delivery System PGM-FI Final reduction 2.333 (15/35T)

Ignition system Full Transistor Gearshift pattern 1 – N – 2 – 3 – 4 – 5 – 6
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TV BROADCASTERS

TERRITORY STATION BROADCAST
Asia Fox Sports SDD/ Delayed

UK BT / British Eurosport Live/SDD

Spain Opensport SDD/Delayed

Grecia OTE TV – SKAI TV SDD/Delayed

Germany at least througth the Eurosport player TBC

France at least througth the Eurosport player TBC

Romania at least througth the Eurosport player TBC

Benelux at least througth the Eurosport player TBC

Internet www.youtube.com/channel/UCHB2wAcljtolrzJj5CrYQsw British Talent Cup Youtube Channel

Internet www.motogp.com *only events coinciding with MotoGP™

Internet www.worldsbk.com *only events coinciding with WorldSBK

Australia Fox Australia SDD/Delayed

WW EDGESPORT LIVE/SDD

Europe - North Am. - LatAm Motorsport TV /Motorsport.com LIVE/SDD

Africa SuperSport / Kwesé Sports TBC

PARTNERS
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ENTRY LIST
*Age calculated as on 27th September 2018. 

** Standing in the 2018 British Talent Cup after Round 4.

2 |  Jack NIXON                                      |  GBR  13 |  Harvey CLARIDGE                          |  GBR

Date of Birth |  Age*: 09-May-01  | 17 yrs. old Date of Birth |  Age*: 02-Apr-05  | 13 yrs. old

Place of Birth: Ashford Place of Birth: Worthing

2018 Standing**: 8th place | 41 points 2018 Standing**: 22nd place | 0 points

 3 |  Storm STACEY                                 |  GBR  14 |  Sam LAFFINS                                 |  GBR

Date of Birth |  Age*: 22-Apr-03  | 15 yrs. old Date of Birth |  Age*: 28-Feb-02  | 16 yrs. old

Place of Birth: Stafford Place of Birth: Lisburn

2018 Standing**: 9th place | 40 points 2018 Standing**: 21st place | 1 point

 4 |  Scott OGDEN                                    |  GBR  15 |  Rhys IRWIN                                      |  IRL

Date of Birth |  Age*: 16-Oct-03  | 14 yrs. old Date of Birth |  Age*: 08-Apr-02  | 16 yrs. old

Place of Birth: Doncaster Place of Birth: Derry

2018 Standing**: 6th place | 50 points 2018 Standing**: 14th place | 20 points

 5 |  Max COOK                                        |  GBR  16 |  Adon DAVIE                                    |  GBR

Date of Birth |  Age*: 09-Dec-02  | 15 yrs. old Date of Birth |  Age*: 01-Nov-04  | 13 yrs. old

Place of Birth: Bristol Place of Birth: Edinburgh

2018 Standing**: 3rd place | 85 points 2018 Standing**: 23rd place | 0 points

 6 |  Joshua WHATLEY                            |  GBR  17 |  Franco BOURNE                              | GBR

Date of Birth |  Age*: 02-Sep-05  | 13 yrs. old Date of Birth |  Age*: 31-May-04  | 14 yrs. old

Place of Birth: Chertsey Place of Birth: Bishop Auckland

2018 Standing**: 4th place |  75 points 2018 Standing**: 16th place | 15 points

 7 |  Charlie ATKINS                                |  GBR  18 |  Jamie DAVIS                                  |  GBR

Date of Birth |  Age*: 01-Feb-03  | 15 yrs. old Date of Birth |  Age*: 16-Dec-04  | 13 yrs. old

Place of Birth: Scunthorpe Place of Birth: Haywards Heath

2018 Standing**: 10th place | 38 points 2018 Standing**: 17th place | 15 points

 8 |  Thomas STRUDWICK                       |  GBR  19 |  Charlie FARRER                             |  GBR

Date of Birth |  Age*: 17-Oct-01 | 16 yrs. old Date of Birth |  Age*: 21-Feb-02  | 16 yrs. old

Place of Birth: Worthing Place of Birth: Sunderland

2018 Standing**: 1st place | 114 points 2018 Standing**: 19th place | 9 points

 9 |  Brian HART                                      |  GBR  20 |  Scott SWANN                                 |  GBR

Date of Birth |  Age*: 19-Aug-02  | 16 yrs. old Date of Birth |  Age*: 11-Dec-02  | 15 yrs. old

Place of Birth: Malaga Place of Birth: Antrim

2018 Standing**: 5th place | 62 points 2018 Standing**: 11th place | 35 points

 10 |  Jack HART                                     |  GBR  21 |  Lewis PATERSON                           |  GBR

Date of Birth |  Age*: 31-Jul-04  | 14 yrs. old Date of Birth |  Age*: 01-Mar-01 | 17 yrs. old

Place of Birth: Paisley Place of Birth: Perth

2018 Standing**: 12th place | 26 points 2018 Standing**: 13th place | 25 points

 11 | Rory SKINNER                                 |  GBR  22 |  Fenton SEABRIGHT                        |  GBR

Date of Birth |  Age*: 27-Sep-01  | 17 yrs. old Date of Birth |  Age*: 14-Jun-02  | 16 yrs. old

Place of Birth: Perth Place of Birth: Chelmsford

2018 Standing**: 2nd place | 110 points 2018 Standing**: 15th place | 16 points

 12 |  Ross TURNER                                |  GBR  23 |  Cameron HORSMAN                      |  GBR
Date of Birth |  Age*: 10-Feb-04  | 14 yrs. old Date of Birth |  Age*: 10-May-01  | 17 yrs. old

Place of Birth: Shrewsbury Place of Birth: Redhill

2018 Standing**: 18th place | 12 points 2018 Standing**: 7th place | 47 points

24 | Jonathan CAMPBELL                      |  GBR

Date of Birth |  Age*: 26-Jun-03  | 15 yrs. old

Place of Birth: Lisburn

2018 Standing**: 20th place | 4 points
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CHAMPIONSHIP STANDING &
RIDERS’ PERFORMANCE

POS RIDER NAT TOTAL
DON DON SNE SIL ASS VAL

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

1 Thomas STRUDWICK GBR 114 25 x 16 16 16 25 16 x

2 Rory SKINNER GBR 110 6 x 25 20 25 9 25 x

3 Max COOK GBR 85 0 x 20 25 20 - 20 x

4 Joshua WHATLEY GBR 75 20 x 11 13 11 20 0 x

5 Brian HART GBR 62 13 x 7 8 13 16 5 x

6 Scott OGDEN GBR 50 5 x 13 0 10 13 9 x

7 Cameron HORSMAN GBR 47 10 x - 9 8 10 10 x

8 Jack NIXON GBR 41 - x 9 10 3 11 8 x

9 Storm STACEY GBR 40 8 x 10 11 x x 11 x

10 Charlie ATKINS GBR 38 11 x 8 6 7 - 6 x

11 Scott SWANN GBR 35 9 x - 0 6 7 13 x

12 Jack HART GBR 26 3 x 4 7 9 3 0 x

13 Lewis PATERSON GBR 25 7 x 3 5 2 6 2 x

14 Rhys IRWIN IRL 20 - x - 0 5 8 7 x

15 Fenton SEABRIGHT GBR 16 16 x 0 - x x x x

16 Franco BOURNE GBR 15 4 x 6 - 0 5 0 x

17 Jamie DAVIS GBR 15 1 x 1 1 4 4 4 x

18 Ross TURNER GBR 12 0 x 5 4 0 0 3 x

19 Charlie FARRER GBR 9 2 x 2 2 0 2 1 x

20 Jonathan CAMPBELL GBR 4 0 x - 3 0 1 0 x

21 Sam LAFFINS GBR 1 0 x 0 - 1 0 0 x

22 Harvey CLARIDGE GBR 0 0 x 0 0 0 0 0 x

23 Adon DAVIE GBR 0 0 x 0 - 0 0 0 x

POS RIDER NAT TOTAL DON DON SNE SIL ASS VAL
1 Thomas STRUDWICK GBR 114 2 - 1 - x 1 - 3 - 3 3 - 3 - 1 2 - 3 - x

2 Rory SKINNER GBR 110 6 - 10 - x 4 - 1 - 2 1 - 1 - 7 1 - 1 - x

3 Max COOK GBR 85 1 - 20 - x 2 - 2 - 1 2 - 2 - NC 8 - 2 - x

4 Joshua WHATLEY GBR 75 13 - 2 - x 8 - 5 - 4 6 - 5 - 2 13 - 19 - x

5 Brian HART GBR 62 3 - 4 - x 10 - 9 - 8 4 - 4 - 3 9 - 11 - x

6 Scott OGDEN GBR 50 15 - 11 - x 5 - 4 - 19 7 - 6 - 4 6 - 7 - x

7 Cameron HORSMAN GBR 47 5 - 6 - x 6 - NC - 7 5 - 8 - 6 11 - 6 - x

8 Jack NIXON GBR 41 4 - NC - x 9 - 7 - 6 11 - 13 - 5 7 - 8 - x

9 Storm STACEY GBR 40 8 - 8 - x 7 - 6 - 5 NS - NS - NS 3 - 5 - x

10 Charlie ATKINS GBR 38 9 - 5 - x 16 - 8 - 10 16 - 9 - NC 12 - 10 - x

11 Scott SWANN GBR 35 10 - 7 - x 11 - NC - 16 17 - 10 - 9 4 - 4 - x

12 Jack HART GBR 26 14 - 13 - x 15 - 12 - 9 12 - 7 - 13 21 - 17 - x

13 Lewis PATERSON GBR 25 7 - 9 - x 17 - 13 - 11 10 - 14 - 10 17 - 14 - x

14 Rhys IRWIN IRL 20 17 - NC - x 13 - NC - 17 8 - 11 - 8 5 - 9 - x

15 Fenton SEABRIGHT GBR 16 12 - 3 - x 3 - 16 - NC NS - NS - NS NS - NS - x

16 Franco BOURNE GBR 15 11 - 12 - x 12 - 10 - NC 9 - 17 - 11 14 - 16 - x

17 Jamie DAVIS GBR 15 16 - 15 - x 21 - 15 - 15 13 - 12 - 12 20 - 12 - x

18 Ross TURNER GBR 12 20 - 16 - x 18 - 11 - 12 15 - 16 - 16 10 - 13 - x

19 Charlie FARRER GBR 9 18 - 14 - x 19 - 14 - 14 18 - 19 - 14 15 - 15 - x

20 Jonathan CAMPBELL GBR 4 19 - 21 - x 14 - NC - 13 14 - 18 - 15 19 - 21 - x

21 Sam LAFFINS GBR 1 21 - 17 - x 20 - 17 - NC 19 - 15 - 17 16 - 18 - x

22 Harvey CLARIDGE GBR 0 23 - 19 - x 23 - 19 - 18 20 - 21 - 19 23 - 22 - x

23 Adon DAVIE GBR 0 22 - 18 - x 22 - 18 - NC 21 - 20 - 18 18 - NC - x

NC=Not classified /// NL=Not finished first lap /// NP=Not started race re-start /// N2= Not finished first lap race re-start /// EX=Excluded /// NS=Not started /// DS=Disqualified

CHAMPIONSHIP STANDING after round 4

RIDERS PERFORMANCE after round 4              Round Results: Qualifying Position – Race 1 – Race 2 
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CIRCUIT RICARDO TORMO | 5-6 MARCH 2018

VALENCIA | OFFICIAL TEST
REPORT

THE SEASON SO FAR

First British Talent Cup testing sees Skinner take to the top

Rory Skinner topped the first British Talent Cup testing in Valencia, two tenths ahead of closest rival Brian Hart on the combined timesheets by the end 
of Day 2. The field closed in on the second day – with third-placed Storm Stacey only a further tenth in arrears.

The weather stayed largely dry during the two days of testing, with only the two final sessions of the first day seeing some rain affect the test and Day 2 
completely dry. That gave the field some good running ahead of the first race weekend of the year at the end of March, with six sessions per day allow-
ing for that all-important gathering of experience. There were a number of crashes as the riders settled in, but all were ok.

Behind the top three, Fenton Seabright ended the test in P4, with less than a tenth back to Jamie Davis, who completed the top five.  Joshua Whatley, 
one of the youngest in the field, was sixth overall – 0.040 off Davis – with seventh fastest rider Charlie Atkins even closer, with a deficit of only 0.004 to 
Whatley. Max Cook, Thomas Strudwick and Irishman Rhys Irwin completed the top ten.

“There are riders with some potential,” says British Talent Cup Riders’ Coach Dani Ribalta. “Let’s see if during the season we can help the other group of 
riders to grow race by race. In the first test they have made some mistakes that make it hard to be fast, but if they change these things from the begin-
ning they’ll make big steps. Ahead of the first race, they should go training, training, training – and get ready for the first round!”
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DONINGTON PARK | 31 MARCH - 1&2 APRIL 2018

DONINGTON | ROUND 1

THE SEASON SO FAR

REPORT

Strudwick storms Donington for first British Talent Cup win

The first ever BTC season is go, with Strudwick hitting his stride in Race 1 
 
Thomas Strudwick took victory in the first ever race of the British Talent Cup, with the youngster able to take off at the front and escape the pressure of 
the chasing pack. The youngest rider in the field, Joshua Whatley, took second from 13th on the grid, with the podium completed by Fenton Seabright 
after an incredible charge through following some early drama.

Strudwick got the holeshot off the line but polesitter Max Cook soon challenged for it back as the two were joined by Brian Hart in an initial breakaway 
trio, with conditions cold and damp and seeing a cautious start to the race at Donington Park.

By a few laps in, the lead trio had become a quartet of Strudwick, Whatley, Brian Hart and pole position man Cook as the four looked set to fight it out 
for the podium – but disaster struck soon after for Cook as he was a casualty of the tricky conditions, crashing out of contention. That left Strudwick 
remaining steadfast in the lead, with Whatley’s charge taking him up into second – and Seabright at the head of the second group and pushing to catch 
up.

Before the lights even went out, there had been trouble for Seabright as he got stranded on the grid and was forced to start from pitlane. But the num-
ber 22 got his head down to push for a stunning comeback through the field – up into the top ten by lap five and then able to break away and get into 
the podium battle.

As the laps counted down, Strudwick remained in control in the lead, eventually crossing the line a number of seconds ahead of Whatley to take victory 
in the first ever British Talent Cup race. Seabright completed his stunner of a race on the rostrum as he was able to catch and pass Hart to take third, 
with Hart in fourth and able to stay ahead of the big battle for the top five behind.

Charlie Atkins eventually emerged from that squabble to take fifth but it was a close-fought war behind him, with Cameron Horsman another to recover 
from early drama to take an impressive sixth, ahead of Scott Swann and Storm Stacey. Lewis Paterson took ninth on his BTC debut, with the top ten 
completed by Rory Skinner after Skinner sliced through from the back.
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DONINGTON PARK | 25 - 27 MAY 2018

DONINGTON | ROUND 2
REPORT

THE SEASON SO FAR

Down to the final corner: Skinner strikes to take Race 1

Round 2 is underway, with Rory Skinner withstanding the pressure on 
Saturday
 
Rory Skinner won the second ever British Talent Cup race as Round 2 got 
underway at Donington Park racing alongside WorldSBK, with the Scottish 
rider keeping cool under pressure to cross the line a tenth and a half clear. 
Max Cook bounced back from a crash out of the first race of the season to 
bank his first podium in second, with the first winner of the year, Thomas 
Strudwick, completing the podium.

Strudwick was the man on pole and he took the holeshot, but Skinner was 
quick to strike. There was some early drama as Cameron Horsman and 
Scott Swann crashed out, but the front group got away well and Skinner 
led the way at the end of Lap 1, with Strudwick, Fenton Seabright and 
Cook for company.

It remained a close fight at the front throughout and it all went down to the 
final corner - and there was another bolt of drama as Fenton Seabright, 
who went from pitlane start to podium in Round 1, slid out - leaving the 
podium confirmed as Strudwick, Skinner and Cook - but in what order?

Keeping it calm, Skinner would be the first man home - a tenth and a 
half clear of Max Cook, with Strudwick another six tenths in arrears as 
Seabright scrambled to remount in the gravel trap.

Scott Ogden took fourth as he was able to pull away from the battle to 
complete the top five, with Joshua Whatley winning that by just a tenth 
over Storm Stacey. Jack Nixon, Charlie Atkins and Brian Hart had a close 
battle and crossed the line in P7, P8 and P9 respectively, with Franco 
Bourne completing the top ten.

Cook becomes third different winner with Race 2 
stunner

Skinner and Strudwick complete the podium as it all goes down to the 
wire once again

Max Cook took his first British Talent Cup win in Race 2 at Donington Park, 
slicing up the inside of Rory Skinner at the final corner and making it three 
winners in three races so far as everything went down to the wire. Skinner 
just held on to second after a moment soon after Cook’s move, with 
Thomas Strudwick completing the podium from pole.

Strudwick got the holeshot as he did in Race 1, with Skinner shooting 
through to take third and slot in behind Cook. The three then were 
immediately able to start pulling a gap and it became a three-horse race at 
the front, locked together lap after lap – and right down to the wire.

The final lap dawned with Skinner at the head of the trio, and the Scot 
looked like he might be on for a double – but Cook wasn’t for giving 
up. Making his move at the final corner and Skinner then heading a little 
wide, Cook got through and tucked in for the drag to the line – as Skinner 
suffered a wobble.

Gathering it together and just able to stay ahead of Strudwick by 
thousandths, Skinner took the twenty points and Strudwick 16 – the latter 
keeping his Championship lead despite just missing out on second.

Joshua Whatley stayed ahead of a big group fight for fourth, but only 
just – a tenth ahead of Storm Stacey, who had been the man on his tail 
for much of the race. Jack Nixon took sixth ahead of Cameron Horsman, 
who bounced back after a Race 1 crash, with Brian Hart and Jack Hart 
taking P8 and P9 respectively at the tail of that big group. Charlie Atkins 
completed the top ten.

One big name crasher was Fenton Seabright, who also crashed in Race 
1 – and he’ll be one of the key riders looking for more next time out at 
Snetternon on June 16th, when the British Talent Cup will be racing 
alongside the British Superbike Championship.
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SNETTERTON 300 | 15 - 17 JUNE 2018

REPORT
SNETTERTON | ROUND 3

Skinner takes a stunning Race 1 at Snetterton

The Scot takes the win after a duel to remember in Round 3
 
It was a stunning first race at Snetterton Circuit for the British Talent Cup, 
with everything going right down to the line once again in another photo-
finish. It was poleman Rory Skinner who just took it, with the Scot beating 
Max Cook on the drag to the line. Thomas Strudwick completed the 
podium, converting a front row start into another rostrum finish.

It was Cook who got the holeshot, able to get ahead of Skinner off the 
line and the two, joined by Strudwick, already able to gain a bit of daylight 
ahead of the chasing pack before the end of Lap 1. Joshua Whatley was 
leading the fight for fourth in a group of four riders squabbling behind the 
podium fight, with Brian Hart, Scott Ogden and Cameron Horsman for 
company, as the early battles started to define themselves.

Back at the front the trio were holding position until Skinner then struck 
for the lead, with Cook glued to his rear wheel as the two began to slowly 
pull away. Over a second-and-a-half down not long after, it looked like 
Strudwick had lost touch with the battle for the win – but he would pull it 
back.

Putting in a number of rapid laps in the closing stages, the Strudwick 
sliced his way back into contention until the last lap – when Skinner and 
Cook had the advantage. Glued together throughout and with the Scot 
on the defensive, Cook left a move late – and made it stick. It wasn’t over 
there, however, Skinner fighting back on the drag to the line and Cook not 
quite able to defend, the two side by side and the Scot just ahead by the 
line.

Strudwick completed the podium only a few tenths further back, with Brian 
Hart breaking free of the squabble to take P4. Joshua Whatley did the 
same to complete the top five, with Scott Ogden finding some clear air for 
sixth.

The duel for seventh went down to thousandths, with Jack Hart beating 
Cameron Horsman by just 0.006. Charlie Atkins and Scott Swann 
completed the top ten.

Two missing names on the list? Storm Stacey and Fenton Seabright, who 
were declared unfit to compete after separate incidents in training. The two 
will be hoping to be back on track for Round 4.

Strudwick supreme at Snetterton in a dramatic Race 2

The Brit puts in faultless performance amongst some high drama in Round 
3 of the British Talent Cup
 
Thomas Strudwick took another impressive win in Race 2 of Round 
3 of the British Talent Cup at Snetterton Circuit, putting in a faultless 
performance as some key rivals faltered on Sunday. Polesitter and former 
points leader Rory Skinner was one as he crashed out the lead, as was 
Max Cook, who did the same from the same position. Joshua Whatley, 
meanwhile, took his second British Talent Cup podium after the battle for 
second went right down to the wire – with Brian Hart taking the third step 
after just losing out.

It was Cook who took the holeshot, getting a great start off the front row 
and keeping it tidy as Strudwick threatened for second. Skinner was the 
man to lose out at lights out, initially dropping down to fourth as Joshua 
Whatley shot off the line to take third. The Scot hit back soon however, 
back ahead and then taking second before drama hit just ahead as Cook 
crashed out of the lead.

Skinner and Strudwick were then just 0.041 apart at the front, with 
Whatley for close company and some daylight behind the top three back 
to Scott Ogden in P4.

Skinner then began to put the hammer down as Strudwick, Whatley and 
Ogden squabbled over second, before the numbers 8 and 6 were just able 
to pull away to continue the battle. The drama wasn’t over there, however, 
as Rory Skinner suddenly then crashed out the lead – with the Scot able to 
get back in the race but well out of contention. 

Strudwick was then the man on the charge and able to escape at 
the front, with Whatley, Hart and Ogden in pursuit. The number 8 
eventually crossed the line in clear air, taking 25 points and retaking the 
Championship lead.

Whatley – the youngest rider in the field – took second for his second 
podium, outdragging Brian Hart to the line to leave him to complete the 
rostrum. Scott Ogden came home fourth, just behind the two after the 
three-way fight for the podium.

Jack Dixon was the next man on the road as he beat off Cameron 
Horsman to lock out the top five, with Rory Skinner putting in an 
impressive latter half of the race to take seventh after his crash. Irish rider 
Rhys Irwin took eighth, with the top ten completed by Scott Swann and 
Lewis Paterson.

THE SEASON SO FAR
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REPORT
SILVERSTONE | 24 - 26 AUGUST 2018

SILVERSTONE | ROUND 4

THE SEASON SO FAR

Scot takes an impressive win as Cook and Strudwick duel it out to the line for second

Rory Skinner has taken his third win of the season in the British Talent Cup, storming Silverstone from pole and able to hold off Thomas Strudwick and 
Max Cook to cross the line half a second clear. The two fighting to complete the podium were in a much closer battle, however - separated by just 
0.031 by the flag, in favour of Cook.

Off the line it was Strudwick who, after blasting round to the grid on the Warm Up lap first, took the holeshot from Skinner - but there began the duel 
that characterised much of the race. Able to pull away from those chasing despite the stunning battle, only Cook could keep the pace with the lead duo 
as the number 5 began to reel them in and took over at the front of the chasing pack.

Meanwhile, the duel for fourth was Scott Swann vs Storm Stacey and there were some more incredible moves in that fight, but the two really paid the 
price. The gap to those chasing went down and down as they battled it out, with Cameron Horsman and Scott Ogden then seeming to suddenly appear 
on the scene - pouncing quickly to make it a four-way battle.

As the final lap dawned, it looked like there could be some serious fireworks. But Skinner kept cool under pressure, able to pull the pin to perfection and 
defend a half-second lead as the corners ticked down. The Scot crossed the line in just enough breathing space for his third win of the season, with 
Cook having attacked Strudwick and the points leader then left to make a last corner lunge - but to no avail. Cook took P2 as he just stayed ahead, 
taking 20 points to move up into third overall. Strudwick’s third is enough to see him retain the lead, but it’s now by only four points over Skinner...

Swann won the battle for fourth against Stacey by a tenth, with Horsman equally close for a P6 finish. Scott Ogden took seventh, in close company 
but not quite close enough. Next over the line were Jack Nixon and Irishman Rhys Irwin, who took eighth and ninth, with Charlie Atkins winning a close 
battle to complete the top ten as he pipped Brian Hart.
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TT ASSEN | 28 - 30 SEPTEMBER 2018

ASSEN | ROUND 4

UP NEXT...

PREVIEW

Assen: everything to race for

Round 5 is ready to rumble at the classic TT Circuit Assen

As luck goes, the British Talent Cup hasn’t had an awful lot so far this season – with Race 2 at Silverstone cancelled due to the track conditions; seeing the 
same fate as Race 2 of the season opener at Donington. Two races fewer makes it more of an uphill challenge for those who have fallen victim to mistakes 
and bad luck, with less time to catch Thomas Strudwick and Rory Skinner at the top, but there’s plenty left to race in 2018.

Strudwick is the man in the lead, with the Englishman on 114 points after taking a podium in every race. His closest challenger is Skinner, just four off with 
110, but the Scot has had a few more inconsistencies. Those inconsistencies didn’t show at Silverstone, however – with Skinner taking another incredibly 
impressive win. Now, at Assen, will he and Max Cook – currently third on 85 points – be able to move in on Strudwick?

The TT Circuit Assen is fast and full of history, one of the longest-serving and most popular in Europe. 12 right and six left-handers over the 4.5km track 
make it an awesome ride on two wheels, and it has one of the most iconic corners in the world: the Geert Timmer chicane. The final right-left flick before 
the finish line, it can make or break a race for many and has hosted some incredible drama throughout the years. So will there be more for the BTC?

Alongside the British Superbike Championship, the British Talent Cup will be on full attack at the Dutch classic as the countdown to the season finale 
continues – with only one round left after Assen.

Time Schedule
Friday, September 28: 09:00-09:30 FP1 /// 13:45-14:15 FP2 
Saturday, September 29: 10:00-10:30   QP  /// 14:00  RACE 1 (16 laps)
Sunday, September 30: 11:40  RACE 2 (16 laps)

CIRCUIT DATA

Pole Position:   Left
Length:    4.542 km / 2.822 miles
Width:    14m
Corners:   18 (12 right, 6 left)
Longest Straight:  487 m / 0.303 miles
Constructed:   1955
Modified:   2012

Moto3 World Championship - Data
Pole Position (2017): 1’57.595 (WET) / Jorge Martin (SPA)
Circuit Record Lap (2015) : 1’42.135 (DRY) / Jorge Navarro (SPA)
Circuit Best Lap (2015): 1’41.283 (DRY) / Enea Bastianini (ITA)


