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§ Formula 3: Daniel Ticktum defends title – Volkswagen bows out with one-two-three win 
§ Volkswagen most successful engine manufacturer in Macau with eleven Formula 3 victories 
§ WTCR: Robert Huff on the podium twice in the Golf GTI TCR 
 

 
FIA Formula 3 World Cup 
Commanding start-finish-victory: Daniel Ticktum wins turbulent Macau Grand Prix 
 
Daniel Ticktum (GB) is the triumphant victor of the FIA Formula 3 World Cup in Macau. The 
19-year-old Brit of Team Motopark, who triumphed in the gambler’s paradise in the Far East 
last year, dominated throughout the race weekend and celebrated a commanding win in both 
races of the FIA Formula 3 World Cup. Ticktum, who set the fastest lap time in the practice 
session and won the qualifying race on Saturday, started the main race on Sunday from pole 
position and refused to surrender the lead right down to the finish line. Swedish team-mates 
Joel Eriksson und Sacha Fenestraz (F, Carlin) made it two other Formula 3 drivers “powered 
by Volkswagen” who rounded off the podium.  
 
The main race – as is so often the case in Macau – was turbulent: On the very first lap there 
was a collision involving four cars in the tricky Lisboa bend, which caused the safety car to be 
deployed. Immediately after the restart, another serious accident resulted in a lengthy 
interruption. After an hour was spent repairing the track barriers, the race continued. Ticktum 
mastered the restart perfectly and refused to give up the lead down to the chequered flag. 
 
Daniel Ticktum (GB), Dallara F317 Volkswagen #1 
“It was a perfect race weekend for us, it couldn’t have gone any better. I am over the moon, 
it’s an indescribable feeling. We had a perfect setup, I’ve never felt so at one with the car 
before. Huge thanks go to the whole team. I had to cope with a whole host of situations 
during the main race. It was difficult, and I had to keep my cool. When I came to Macau for 
the first time in 2017 I found the track phenomenal. And I’ve learned to love it even more 
since then.” 
 
Sven Smeets, Volkswagen Motorsport Director 
“The accident in today’s race showed once again that motorsport always carries risks and 
that despite all safety precautions, it’s impossible to rule out serious accidents. Which is why 
the endeavours of associations, organisers and manufacturers to make motorsport even safer 
need to be continued. We hope that Sophia Flörsch and everyone else make a speedy 
recovery. 



 

 

 
  
From a sporting perspective, we look back on Macau with satisfaction. First and foremost, 
naturally we are delighted for Daniel, who delivered an outstanding performance throughout 
the weekend, and for his Motopark team, who enabled this success. Now with eleven 
Formula 3 victories, Volkswagen is the most successful engine manufacturer in the history of 
the Macau Grand Prix. We have experienced numerous successes of young drivers in almost 
four decades - many led to great motorsport careers, whether in Formula 1 or touring car 
racing. In the future we will be more involved in customer racing with near-series cars, on the 
racetrack and in rallying, and in doing so will offer talented youngsters opportunities to 
advance in championships around the world.” 
 
More information: www.macau.grandprix.gov.mo/en 
 

 
FIA Touring Car World Cup (WTCR) 
“King of Macau” Rob Huff on the podium twice 
 
In pole position twice, on the podium twice: Robert Huff (GB, Sébastien Loeb Racing), who 
already has nine wins on the 6.1-kilometre “Guia Circuit” to his name, confirmed his 
reputation as a “Macau expert” once again in 2018. With a third place and a second place in 
races one and three, the touring car pro in the Volkswagen Golf GTI TCR once again proved he 
is a dab hand at the extremely challenging street circuit. 
 
In the first of three races this weekend, Yvan Muller (F, Hyundai) managed to sneak past pole 
sitter Huff at the start; Audi driver Jean-Karl Vernay (F) also slipped through. After a restart, 
Vernay sailed past Muller and won, while Huff rounded off the podium in third. The second 
race didn’t go quite as well for the 38-year-old Brit: There was a crash in the Lisboa bend, a 
narrow right-hand turn, on the first lap. Huff was unable to get out of the way and had to 
return to the pit for repairs – he finished in last place. In the third and final race of the Macau 
weekend, Huff started from pole position, but was overtaken by Esteban Guerrieri (ARG, 
Honda) at the start. Huff piled on the pressure, but was unable to get past the Argentinian, 
and only narrowly missed out on the win. 
 
Huff’s good pace saw him clinch the fastest lap in both races one and two: His best time of 
2:31.038 minutes in the first race was unbeatable. It was rewarded with the “DHL Best Lap 
Trophy”. 
 
Huff’s team-mate Mehdi Bennani (MA), who celebrated his first win in Macau last year, had 
less success this weekend: The Moroccan finished the first race in 15th place. Tenth place in 
the second race ended up being his best result since Bennani was forced to retire from the 
third race after a crash on the first lap. 



 

 

 
 
The title in the FIA World Touring Car Cup (WTCR) was clinched – narrowly – by seasoned 
driver Gabriele Tarquini (I), who won the driver’s standings with 306 points, ahead of Muller 
(303) and Guerrieri (267). Volkswagen drivers Huff (242 points) and Bennani (155) finished the 
season in eighth and twelfth place. In the team standings, Sébastien Loeb Racing finished in 
fourth place with a total of 412 points. 
 
Robert Huff (GB), Volkswagen Golf GTI TCR #12 
“Unfortunately, we didn’t get the win this time, but we got the best out of the weekend. We 
didn’t find the ideal Macau set-up – we were the fastest by a long shot in the narrow sectors, 
but we kept losing ground on the straights. This made overtaking incredibly difficult, since 
catching up with the car in front is one thing, but getting past is another. But the fact that we 
were still able to set the fastest time shows how much potential the Golf GTI TCR has.” 
 
More information: www.fiawtcr.com 
 

 
Next up: 
 
24/11–25/11/2018, FIA World Rallycross Championship (WRX), Killarney (SA) 
24/11/2018, Chinese Touring Car Championship (CTCC), Shanghai (CN) 
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www.volkswagen-motorsport.com – Volkswagen’s media database offers: 
§ Latest media information on the entire motorsport commitment 
§ High-resolution photos 
§ Opportunity to download TV footage 
§ Sending of media information in language of your choice (German/English) 
 
Links 
§ www.volkswagen-motorsport.com (public website/media database) 
§ www.facebook.com/VolkswagenMotorsport (Facebook page) 
§ www.twitter.com/VolkswagenMS (Twitter channel) 
§ www.instagram.com/VolkswagenMotorsport (Instagram channel) 
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