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German Formula 3 celebrates a 70th birthday 
  
Bertram Schäfer is a legend of German Formula 3 sports. In 1976 and 1978 
he won the German Formula 3 Championship as a driver. Later on, he 
managed the most successful racing team of the German Formula 3 history 
to date for several years. Seven championship victories, countless runner-
up titles and about 80 individual wins by drivers from Schäfer’s team, 
including Stefan Bellof, Tom Kristensen or Nick Heidfeld. Bertram Schäfer 
was in charge of the founding of the Formula 3 Association in 1975 and has 
been active in the Board ever since. Today the “German Formula 3” 
celebrates his 70th birthday. A look back with Nick Heidfeld and Tom 
Kristensen at a very successful professional life.  
 
Bertram Schäfer lives for the German Formula 3 like no other. Back in 1975 when 
he founded the Formula 3 Association, he woke German single-seater racing 
from a deep slumber to lead it to great glory. Michael Schumacher won the 
International German Formula 3 Championship in 1990. Tom Kristensen, Jarno 
Trulli, Nick Heidfeld and Gary Paffett followed. All of them achieved international 
success in Formula One, in the DTM and in endurance racing.  
 
On to success with Tom Kristensen 
When Tom Kristensen joined the Bertram Schäfer Racing team the Dane was a 
young boy without any money or sponsors. However, he had big dreams and a 
lot of passion, as he says himself. He is still very fond of Bertram Schäfer today. 
After his very first victory at Zolder, Bertram is said to have predicted, “You will 
make a career as a professional driver”. “We won the German Championship 
already at the penultimate round with a calm and concentrated approach. After 
all, we knew that this was my chance to progress in the world of motorsports. At 
the season finale at the legendary (old) Hockenheimring we demonstrated yet 
again that we deserved the championship by winning and beating the lap record 
of Michael Schumacher and Mika Häkkinen from the previous year,” Kristensen 
remembers and continues, “He was right when he said, “Tom, you will make a 
career as a professional driver”, but I would like to add‚ only because Bertram 
believed in me and gave me the invaluable opportunity.” In 2016, Tom Kristensen 
is the most successful race driver in the sports car history. He is the only person 
to have won the legendary 24 Heures du Mans nine times. With more than 37 
years in motorsports, Tom Kristensen is a true racing legend. “Mister LeMans” 
has won races in every series he has ever contested.  
 
A special person in Nick Heidfeld’s career 
Bertram Schäfer and his team claimed the victory with Frank Jelinski 
(1980/1981), Kris Nissen (1986), Tom Kristensen (1991), Nick Heidfeld (1997), 
Christijan Albers (1999) and Toshihiro Kaneishi (2001). This success earned him 
international recognition. Nick Heidfeld was very aware that Bertram Schäfer 
Racing would be a guarantee for success. He took the victory almost twenty 
years ago. “Even in hindsight, Bertram’s team was one of the best managed 
ones I have ever joined. The working morale, the know-how, the efficiency, the 
employees, the family, the commitment; all in all a very well established team 
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with a great spirit,” says the driver from Mönchengladbach. “When I am saying 
spirit I am not referring to Bertram himself, even though he kind of hovered over 
the team, ensuring he had a perfect overview. At the same time, he was very 
involved and used his comprehensive experience in each and every area. It was 
fantastic. It earned us a lot of success and also taught me a lot. I really enjoyed 
that time.” Heidfeld claimed 13 podium finishes in Formula One between 2000 
and 2011, before he achieved success in sports car racing scoring numerous 
class wins, including Le Mans and Petit Le Mans. Currently, “Quick Nick” 
contests the FIA Formula E Championship. 
 
Previous successes continued  
When the Formula 3 Association was founded on 29 November 1975, it 
stipulated a principle: predictable, honest, consistent and fair are the attributes 
which the Formula 3 Association values and lives by. Bertram Schäfer is 
committed to those values. “I want for the Formula 3 Association to bring the 
German Formula 3 back to its old strength and to regain the status of a German 
Championship,” says the legend maker. The German Formula 3 has been taking 
a break since 2015. The preliminary end of the ATS Formula 3 Cup interrupted a 
long success story. However, Bertram Schäfer is not giving up. The German 
Formula 3 is to continue to satisfy high quality standards and to offer young 
drivers from all over the world an attractive platform with reasonable value for 
money. There have been a few initial amendments in governance which might 
allow for a return to active racing. The next few months will be about discussing 
all options in order to wake the German Formula 3 from its slumber once again 
and to build on previous successes. It would certainly be another milestone in the 
career of Bertram Schäfer, who celebrates his 70th birthday today. 
 
 

Happy Birthday, Bertram! 
 
 
 
 
 


