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A shared passion for 
adventure...
Who can’t see the connection between Nasser Al Attiyah and the Marreau brothers; 
between Toby Price and Gaston Rahier; Ari Vatanen and Kevin Benavides; Stéphane 
Peterhansel and Albert de Monaco; Robby Gordon and Johnny Halliday? We could 
go on adding names to the list if we pored through the archives of the Dakar rally, 
and indeed, we again took exquisite pleasure in reliving some of the tales of the 
past as a prelude to this 40th edition. 

The photos, facial expressions, rankings and written accounts that bear witness 
to the story of the Dakar rally all point to one constant truth: the men and women 
who decide to be part of this unique experience, regardless of their background, 
all share the same vision of adventure. The Dakar is about pushing yourself to the 
limits, the same passion shines through in the eyes of all those who embark on 
this voyage of discovery, and the magical appeal of the victory podium—whether 
it stands on the banks of Lake Retba or at the edge of the Pacific Ocean in 
Valparaiso—sparked the same dreams of glory for drivers in the 1980s as for their 
21st century counterparts.

After it was first inspired by Thierry Sabine, the Dakar went from strength to 
strength in Africa for 30 years before moving over to South America, its host for 
almost 10 years now.  It has switched continents and grown in size, but has always 
remained faithful to the concept of its founder: “A challenge for those who go. 
A dream for those who stay behind”.  The unique place held by the Dakar in the 
sporting world has been carried along year after year, spanning generations, in 
spite of the dramas it has faced. It is our challenge to perpetuate and underline 
the uniqueness of this event by finding the perfect balance between cutting-edge 
modernity and loyalty to a glorious past. This celebratory 2018 edition is a perfect 
opportunity to do exactly that. The Dakar’s return to Peru is a poignant reminder 
that, six years ago, a new chapter in the race’s history opened when it added a 27th 
country to its record, closely followed by its first visits to Bolivia and Paraguay. 
For all drivers passionate about the Dakar, the thirst for South America remains 
intact. The expedition continues.

Étienne Lavigne
Dakar Rally Director



THE ROUTE: PERU, FIVE YEARS ON
For its 40th edition, the 10th to be held in South America, the Dakar rally is revisiting the Pacific Ocean 
and the dunes of Peru, which drivers and riders will tackle after a few days sampling the delights 
of the capital, Lima. Competitors will then head through to Bolivia, for a welcome rest day in the 
festive atmosphere of La Paz. Argentinian aficionados top the podium when it comes to enthusiasm 
and good humour, and the most joyous of them will be waiting to acclaim the riders in Córdoba, 
host to the Dakar finish line for the first time.

PERU

BOLIVIA

ARGENTINA

LIMA

LA PAZ

Once the epicentre of 16th century Spanish power and colonial 
expansion, Peru has remained—despite its separation with 
Bolivia (formerly called Upper Peru)—the 3rd largest country 
in South America in geographical terms. The scarcity of 
rain has left many regions totally arid: the Dakar rally began 
exploring this harsh terrain in its 2012 and 2013 editions. The 
first time the Dakar finished in Peru, only the most valiant 
drivers had the chance to stand proudly on the podium.  
And the following year, Peruvian fans were given an extra reason 
to celebrate: one of their own drivers, Ignacio Flores, made his 
mark in the quad category during the first stage in Pisco. To 
celebrate its return to the Dakar route, Peru is entering an even 
more convincing team of competitors, bolstered by Nicolas 
Fuchs, who finished 12th in the car category last January in his 
first Dakar appearance.

In addition to its usual visitors, Bolivia welcomed Dakar rally 
competitors for the first time in 2014, for a stretch of the race 
that offered motorbike riders a unique opportunity to discover 
the outstanding beauty of the Salar de Uyuni, the largest salt 
flat in the world. In 2015, the car teams were also treated to a 
first-hand experience of the Bolivian crowds’ unique enthusiasm 
for the rally, and in 2016, a complete bivouac made its home in 
Uyuni for the duration. During the 2017 edition, the crowds were 
rewarded for their heartfelt acclaim of the riders in Tupiza by the 
stage victory of one of their own countrymen, Walter Nosiglia. 
The Altiplano stage, which was disrupted by exceptional weather 
conditions, still constituted a tough selection stage for Dakar 
rally drivers.  Competitors will continue to explore the adoptive 
country of Simon Bolivar, the continent's Libertador, in 2018.

The Argentinians have had their moments of glory with the 
drivers who represented them in past editions of the rally-raid. 
The Patronelli saga made the headlines with no less than five 
trophies won in the quad category by Marcos and Alejandro 
between 2010 and 2016… The national colours have also been 
valiantly defended in the premier category by Orlando Terranova, 
who regularly lays claim to the podium and again finished 6th 
last January. Argentina has demonstrated the full extent of its  
talent in all categories by showing off fresh young bike riders 
such as Kevin Benavides (4th in 2016) and most recently Franco 
Caimi (8th in 2017), while Federico Villagra made a success of 
his switchover to the trucks category by taking 3rd place in 2016, 
then 4th place in 2017. Victories are within sight...

Peru’s capital is ranked 5th among South American 
cities. It is especially renowned for the ancient buildings 
that constitute its historic centre, declared a UNESCO 
world heritage site.  In the City of Kings, the drivers and 
their teammates who completed the 2012 Dakar rally 
were dazzled by the Plaza de Armas, to which a million 
supporters flocked to celebrate their feat. Aficionados  
also convened en masse at the waterfront in Magdalena 
for the 2013 trials and at the starting podium in Chorillos. 
A fresh opportunity to show their unfailing support now 
awaits.

The country’s government institutions are divided between 
two major cities: Sucre is home to its supreme courts. La 
Paz is known first and foremost for its record-breaking 
status as the world’s highest capital... located 3,600 metres 
above sea level, water boils here at 87°! Despite the region’s 
rarefied oxygen, there is no shortage of enthusiasm here, 
and Dakar rally competitors were impressed by the energy 
and support shown by its inhabitants during last year’s 
rest day. 

Argentina’s second largest city is also home to one of the 
country’s brightest intellectual and cultural hubs. Its vibrant 
atmosphere is partly due to its wealth of young students: 
12% of the city’s total population, one of the highest rates 
in the world. For rally lovers, it clearly represents one of 
the most prestigious stages of the world championship.  
Carlos Sainz secured himself a permanent place in people's 
hearts here, and Sébastien Loeb turned it into one of 
his favourite playgrounds by notching up 8 consecutive 
victories between 2005 and 2013! And yet it was on the 
tracks here that he lost all hope of victory during the 
penultimate stage of the 2017 rally!

CÓRDOBA
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THE BIGGEST RALLY 
IN THE WORLD

29 countries visited  
3 in Europe,  
5 in South America  
21 in Africa

2nd largest 
motorsport event  

in the world:  
77% awareness*

54 nationalities  
represented  

(including support vehicles)

2018 
ROUTE

Peru 
Starting point 
in Lima

Bolivia 
Rest day  
in La Paz

Argentina  
Finish line in 
Córdoba

Crossing 3 countries

7 stages 
100% dunes / off-piste

nearly 4,500 km  
of liaison sections

over 4,500 km  
of special

5 days at an altitude 
of more than 
3,000 metres 

+3,000

1 marathon stage 
for all categories

1 marathon stage for 
bikes and quads only

14 stages Almost 9,000 km

42 
trucks

337 vehicles competing
190 
motorbikes & quads

105 cars 
including 14 in the SxS category

525 registered competitors
As of 10/11 

Stéphane Peterhansel (FRA) 
6 victories: bike / 7 victories: car

Josef Machacek (CZE) 
5 victories

Vladimir Chagin (RUS) 
7 victories

The most titled

Cyril Despres (FRA) & Stéphane Peterhansel (FRA) 
33 stages

Stéphane Peterhansel (FRA) 
35 stages

Vladimir Chagin (RUS) 
63 stages

Largest number of stage victories

40th edition40th



AN ECO-RESPONSIBLE  
EVENT

Selective sorting and waste  
treatment programme  

in cooperation with local authorities

A route drawn up in collaboration 
with the local authorities  

of each country

100 tonnes of waste collected 
and recycled from the bivouacs,  

58 of which are from  
the “Punto Verde”

* As of 08/11 
1 On the L'Équipe, YouTube, Dailymotion, Facebook and Twitter platforms 

2 AT Internet

Mobile app 
6,600,000 visitors2 

in 2017Dakar.com  
9,775,000 visitors2  

in 2017

Videos  
24,200,000  

videos viewed 1 
(+ 62% with respect to 2016)

Social Media  
A community of  

2,340,000 fans

1,700,000 fans  
(+ 23% with respect to 2016)

356,000 followers 
(+ 22% with respect 

to DAKAR 2016)

281,000 followers 
(+ 56% with respect 

to DAKAR 2016)

Mobile Game 
1,300,000 visitors  

in 2017

1,460 accredited 
journalists  

of 32 nationalities report 
on the rally

70 TV channels 
5 continents, 190 countries

1,200 hours 
of TV broadcasting in total

The direct economic impact for host countries averages 
around 300 million US$/year 

Since 2009:

A CELEBRATION 
FOR THE CROWDS

4,000,000 spectators 
lined the route of the 2017 Dakar

EXCEPTIONAL
MEDIA  
ATTENTION

SAFETY: A MAJOR PREOCCUPATION 
FOR ORGANISERS

20,000 local police officers 
and security guards

nearly 50 specially-equipped 
spectator zones

A first-class  
medical team on standby

Mass communication campaigns 
on the absolute need to remain careful along the entire route

In partnership with the TECHO 
association, the Dakar rally 

supports over 400 charity projects

+ 400 projects
The Dakar compensates for 100% of its carbon footprint  

via the Greenoxx project devoted to environmental protection 
in the Amazon region, with “Madre de Dios”

100%

Video game for PCs/Consoles 
750,000 units  

will be produced in 2018 

DIGITAL IMPACT  
OF THE DAKAR*

35 people on round-the-clock duty 
at the Operational Coordination Post

9 Ferias Dakar in 2018  
in the 3 host countries 
2 in Peru (Pisco and Puno), 1 in Bolivia (Sucre),  
6 in Argentina (Salta, Catamarca, La Rioja,  
San Juan, Córdoba, Villa Carlos Paz)

Guided tours of the bivouacs organised in collaboration with local authorities, aimed at local 
people and children from underprivileged backgrounds



RACE DISTANCE  

 

RACE DISTANCE  RACE DISTANCE  

 
DATE START FINISH STAGE STAGE STAGE

TOTAL SS TOTAL SS SS

S 6/1 Lima Pisco 1 272 31 1 272 31 1 272 31

D 7/1 Pisco Pisco 2 278 267 2 278 267 2 278 267

L 8/1 Pisco San Juan de Marcona 3 501 295 3 502 295 3 502 295

M 9/1 San Juan de Marcona San Juan de Marcona 4 444 330 4 444 330 4 444 330

Me 10/1 San Juan de Marcona Arequipa 5 770 264 5 932 267 5 932 267

J 11/1 Arequipa La Paz 6 758 313 6 758 313 6 758 313

DAY OFF LA PAZ

S 13/1 La Paz Uyuni 7 726 425 7 726 425 7 669 368

D 14/1 Uyuni Tupiza 8 584 498 8 584 498 8 558 380

L 15/1 Tupiza Salta 9 754 242 9 754 242 9 754 242

M 16/1 Salta Belén 10 795 372 10 795 372 10 795 372

Me 17/1 Belén Fiambalá / Chilecito 11 484 280 11 746 280 11 746 280

J 18/1 Fiambalá / Chilecito San Juan  12 722 375 12 791 522 12 791 522

V 19/1 San Juan  Córdoba 13 904 423 13 927 368 13 927 368

S 20/1 Córdoba Córdoba 14 284 119 14 284 119 14 284 119

Total 8 276 4 234 Total 8 793 4 329 Total 8 710 4 154

Key:
SS: Selective Section, also known as a “special”. This is the portion of the stage during which the vehicles enrolled in the race are 
timed.

2018  ROUTE
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FIGURES FROM  
THE 2018 EDITION

337 vehicles competing
42 
trucks

190 
motorbikes & quads

105 cars 
including 14 in the SxS category

525 registered competitors
As of 10/11  

54 nationalities  
represented  
(including support vehicles)

1

3
2

Bryce Menzies - USA (MINI) 
first Dakar rally (after  2017).  

3-time winner of the Baja 500, SCORE 2011 champion,  
winner of the RED BULL Frozen Rush.

Jonathan Barragan - ES (Gas Gas) 
first Dakar rally for this driver, a 10-time Spanish national  

motocross champion (Mx1, Mx2, 125cc), marking the return  
of Gas Gas to the world’s largest rally.

They are coming on the Dakar

The youngest competitor in the 2018 edition

Juan Augustin ROJO, 19 years old (ARG) 
motorbike

Official manufacturers 

78 Rookies 
drivers for whom this 40th edition  
is their first time participating 

70 « Legends » 
drivers and co-pilots who have partici-
pated  

28 « Original by Motul » 
(formerly Malle Motos),  
a record since leaving Africa!

11 Women



“Coming back to Peru, and for longer than in 2012 and 2013, has given us the opportunity to explore unknown 
territory. Competitors will be faced with all the different sandscapes of the country, setting high standards right from 
the very start of the Dakar. The Bolivian stretch—physically demanding yet offering stunning landscapes—will test 
the adventurers to the limits of their endurance. But decisive challenges will still await them in Argentina, where the 
Dakar theoretically reaches its most difficult part with the Super Fiambala stage. This is where racers will need to 
stand out from the crowd if they hope to triumph in Córdoba.”

Saturday 6th January - Stage 1 / Lima - Pisco: 272 km (SS: 31 km)

 Sand galore 

In Peru, racers are plunged from the outset into the sand, the overriding theme of this five-day stretch of the race. 
This little starter will simply whet the appetite of the most hardened experts. Everyone else will be well advised 
to make the most of this stretch to improve the specific reflexes needed to tackle this type of terrain. Finesse will 
already be required to negotiate a downhill section towards the shoreline of a lake.

Sunday 7th January - Stage 2 / Pisco - Pisco: 278 km (SS: 267 km)

 Co-drivers in the spotlight 

The Pisco loop stage is 90% off-piste. This exercise in navigation offers the car drivers the privilege of setting off 
before everyone else... and that means no bike tracks to follow. The risk of bogging is reduced by the relatively cool 
morning temperatures, but the canyons of the first 40 kilometres of special stage will not make for an easy ride, nor 
will the series of dunes that follows.

Monday 8th January - Stage 3 / Pisco - San Juan de Marcona: CT, 502 km (SS : 295 km) / BQ, 501 km (SS : 295 
km) 

 A day for hardened “off-roaders”

At this point, Dakar veterans will still be warming up. The day’s challenge will mainly be disputed off-piste, both across 
a chott and in the heart of the canyons. Bikes and quads will leave the main route for a fifteen-kilometre detour, 
without increasing the day’s total distance. Newcomers to the rally, some of whom will already have experienced 
some difficulties, will be starting to feel a little worse for wear by this stage!

Tuesday 9th January - Stage 4 / San Juan de Marcona - San Juan de Marcona: 444 km (SS : 330 km) 

 Get in line! 

The beach where the stopwatch is started lends itself perfectly to mass starts, with neat lines of 15 bikes  
and 4-abreast acceleration contests for the cars. After this sprint along the beach, the drivers will tackle one  
of the longest-ever sandy sections in the history of the Dakar: a total of 100 km, with dunes of all sizes!  
This special stage is where certain racers will get ahead, especially since the last canyon is a little tricky to find...

2018 ROUTE 
THE ROARING 40s

Marc COMA, 
Sporting Director of the Dakar



 

Wednesday 10th January - Stage 5 / San Juan de Marcona - Arequipa: BQ, 770 km (SS : 264 km) /  
CT, 932 km (SS : 267 km)

 Each going their separate ways 

Feature of the day: bikes and quads will take a separate route from the cars and trucks. The race will start at 
daybreak, and follow the two different sections of special stage on the programme. The crews will therefore be  
the first to discover the sands of Tanaka, traversing terrain such as the 30 or so kilometres of mountainous dunes. 
The road to Arequipa will be long for everyone.  
And there may well be some late arrivals at the bivouac.

Thursday 11th January - Stage 6 / Arequipa - La Paz: 758 km (SS: 313 km)

 Moving up a gear 

The Dakar leaves Peru and the desert to take on the mountains. The route become faster, barely leaving enough time 
for a peek at the many lakes along the way. The second timed section will start on the shores of Lake Titicaca. The 
Bolivian Altiplano requires competitors and crews to adjust to racing at an altitude of 2,500 metres.  
The day off in the capital will help them acclimatise.

Friday 12th January -  Day off in La Paz 

Saturday 13th January   Stage 7 / La Paz - Uyuni: 726 km (SS: 425 km) / T, 669 km (SS : 368 km)

 On the road again! 

Upon crossing the border, a change of software is required, which racers and co-drivers will have to install without 
delay on their hard disks. Against this new backdrop, the daily mileage increases and the dunes temporarily 
disappear from the landscape. Vigilance is called for on these good tracks that make up most of the route to Uyuni. 
Once teams reach the barracks, the vehicles are left in the service park, though deprived of their assistance teams 
for this marathon stage.

Sunday 14th January - Stage 8 / Uyuni - Tupiza: 584 km (SS: 498 km) / T, 558 km (SS: 380 km)

 Separating the wheat from the chaff 

The second part of this marathon stage also includes the longest special stage of the rally, covering nearly  
500 kilometres. Before leaving the Altiplano, the competitors will be put to a tough test in high-altitude sand  
dunes 3,500 m above sea level. This should start to give us a better idea of the leaderboard; the handful of men  
or women capable of winning the Dakar will now be revealed.

Monday 15th January - Stage 9 / Tupiza - Salta: 754 km (SS: 242 km)

 No room for error  

An action-packed day lies ahead as the race enters Argentina, but the winner’s time will no doubt be one of the best 
of the fortnight. The route is windy in places, but fast as a whole. Those who manage to find their way through the rios 
of various sizes will also be able to keep good time. Competitors need to drive confidently and avoid any errors if they 
are to avoid jeopardizing their place.



Tuesday 16th January - Stage 10 / Salta - Belén: 795 km (SS: 372 km)

 Navigation contest in the rios 

The Dakar has covered pretty much all of this region… but the dunes that the racers will have to ride on the vast 
sandy plateau during the first part of the day are a new addition. Along the way, they will cross the path of the 
assistance vehicles on their way to Belén… and, for the first time, these will be allowed to intervene during the 
special stage. But beware! Time is ticking! At any rate, this is a navigation contest that will be decided in the river 
crossings at the end of the special stage.

Wednesday 17th January - Stage 11 / Belén - Chilecito: BQ, 484 km (SS: 280 km) / CT, 746 km (SS: 280 km)

 Super Fiambalá 

If the weather is particularly hot, reducing the firmness of the sand, this will be one of the toughest spots in 
Argentina… and potentially the place where a racer in good shape will be able to shine. Stéphane Peterhansel can 
attest to that. As in 2016, the previous day’s special stage times will define the starting order, with a mix of bikes, 
cars and trucks for the 25 fastest finishers. In the evening, the bike riders will be stay in a separate bivouac for  
their second marathon stage.

Thursday 18th January - Stage 12 / Chilecito - San Juan: BQ, 722 km (SS: 375 km) / CT, 791 km (SS: 522 km)

 A painful challenge 

Good physical management will be the key to success in this second marathon stage for the bike riders,  
whose arms will not be spared by the hundreds of twists and turns and stony sections they will have to endure.  
The only way that car and truck crews will be able to get through this long day without getting stuck in the rios  
will be by carefully keeping to the road book.

Friday 19th January - Stage 13 / San Juan - Córdoba: BQ, 907 km (SS, 423 km) / CT, 927 km (SS: 368 km)

 Keep it cool 

In this stage, car drivers will enjoy the dunes of San Juan at the start of their day… but will also have to cross  
an area of fesh-fesh, which will put their nerves to the test. Those familiar with the tracks of the Argentinian round of 
the WRC will then find the terrain to their taste, but there is still more to be lost than gained at this point. Throughout 
the history of the Dakar, many a competitor has been known to let the title slip through their fingers the day before 
the finish!

Saturday 20th January - Stage 14 / Córdoba-Córdoba: 284 km (SS: 119 km)

 Focused to the very end 

It’s time to celebrate—not only for the winners of the various categories, but also for all of the adventurers who 
manage to complete the 40th edition—in a city with one of the greatest passions for motor sports in the world. Before 
competitors can enjoy their “Fernando”—the name the “Cordobeses” give to the national cocktail— 
they will first have to cross around 30 rios. That’s just as many potential pitfalls, meaning that competitors  
cannot let down their guard until they have come to the end of the very last kilometre. 



The changes made in 2017 regarding navigation shall remain, in particular the WPC (hidden way-points),  
which favour road-book reading capabilities over GPS functionality. The emphasis is once again on navigation  
and regularity, the pillars of the rally.  

Cars: navving it up in the dunes

The Peruvian stages of Dakar 2018 will mainly take place off-piste, one of the terrains where navigation  
capabilities are truly put to the test. On the second special stage, the cars will exceptionally have the privilege  
of starting before the bikes. The co-pilots will therefore have to follow and interpret the road-book without the help 
of markers. Moreover, on certain extremely high obstacle-clearing portions, the cars driven by non-Elite drivers can 
take a detour route that will allow them to get around the dunes while remaining in the race... at the price of a very 
heavy penalty. These “parallel ways” are located on stages 2 to 5.

Marathon: a double dose for motorbikes

The 2018 route includes two marathon stages that will require of the riders a crucial virtue during a rally:  
stress management. Between La Paz and Tupiza (stages 7 and 8), all categories will be concerned, as the assistance 
vehicles are not invited to the Uyuni bivouac. Then, between Salta and Chilecito (stages 10 and 11),  
the bikes and quads will be directed toward a dedicated bivouac, while the other categories will make a stop  
at a traditional bivouac in Belén.

Super Fiambalá: the great battle

It is precisely in the Belén-Chilecito stage (11) that the great confrontation between the fastest drivers of the rally will 
be held, all categories combined. Based on the times achieved the day before, the departure signal for the special 
stage, traced in the hottest dunes of Argentina, will mix the 10 best cars with the 10 bikes in the lead  
in Belén and the first 5 trucks.

“Original by Motul”: authentic adventurers

In the Dakar, there are hard-core adventurers ready to take on every challenge the rally has to offer.  
Participating with modest means, they decide to perform maintenance on their vehicles on their own, their only 
resource being the content of a kit transported by the organisation, available at each bivouac. After the track and the 
dunes, another “day” begins for the “Malle Motos”, now dubbed “Original by Motul”. This year, 28 of these mechanic-
drivers are expected at the Lima departure (vs. 19 in 2017).

Side by Side: act II

Since the 2017 edition, a fifth title has been added to the Dakar. This one is for crews driving light buggies  
with an engine displacement of less than 1050 cc. The first winners were the Brazilian duo Leandro Torres -  
Lourival Roldan. But the competition will be tougher next January in this promising category, where the number 
 of participants has almost doubled this year due to new customised regulations.

SPORTS  

NEWS



The safety of competitors, spectators and other accredited persons is the organisation’s primary concern.

Just like with any other major extreme sporting adventure, the Dakar is not without risk. 
The organisation makes every effort to limit to these risks as much as possible.

Every year the safety procedures are revised and optimised.

Spectators areas and prevention

20,000 police officers and military personnel ensure the safety of the public and the rally.

• The Dakar is a tremendous success in South America (4 million spectators in 2017).

•  We set up protected and monitored spectator areas to ensure spectator safety:

-  Nearly 50 secure spectator areas will be put in place for the 2018 edition. In Peru in particular, these also prevent 
the public from trampling and damaging botanically or archaeologically sensitive areas.

-  An extensive communication campaign (written press, radio, television, poster campaign) will be launched  
well ahead of the start of the event to inform the public about appropriate behaviour.

-  The location of the spectator areas will be announced three days before the rally passes through,  
on the official website and in the local media.

-  In Argentina, where the public turnout is greatest, 30 road safety officers (Seguridad Vial)  
will monitor the public from 15 dedicated vehicles.

Road safety

• Speed is continuously monitored, and those caught speeding will be disciplined.

•  All authorised drivers (competitors and non-competitors alike) at the Dakar must sign a charter of commitment  
to proper behaviour prior to the start of the challenge.

• The current driving regulations of the various participating countries must be observed at all times.

• Recorded GPS data is analysed for possible sanctions.

• Speed checks are also carried out by the police.

The Operational Coordination Post (PCO): a veritable rally control tower

• 35 people on duty round the clock.

•  All rally data (iritrack, beacons, radio communications, etc.) is sent to the PCO.

• The on-site PCO works in tandem with the CP in Paris.

•  Safety training sessions and simulations are organised before the start of the rally with the authorities  
of all the countries concerned.

A state-of-the-art medical service

• A 60-member medical team.

• Up to 7 helicopters and 32 vehicles on the race route, including 10 paramedic vehicles.

• A field hospital equipped with cutting-edge emergency equipment.

• Rapid helicopter transfer to the hospitals of the host countries.

SAFETY  

AN OBSESSION



CALENDAR

Before the competitors even start their engines, most of the vehicles racing in the Dakar will already have travelled 
several thousand miles. That is at least the case for those boarding at Le Havre for a transatlantic crossing and a trip 
through the Panama Canal towards Lima. Everyone’s ultimate goal is to reach Córdoba on 20th January. 

Thursday 23rd and Friday 24th November 2017

Le Havre, France

Technical checks for European vehicles, both race  
and assistance vehicles. 
Loading onto the charter vessel for three weeks at sea, 
headed for Lima in Peru, via the Panama Canal.

Tuesday 2nd and Wednesday 3rd January 2018

Port of Callao, Lima, Peru

Recovery of vehicles at the port of Lima.

From Wednesday 3rd to the morning of  
Friday 5th January

Las Palmas Air Base, Lima, Peru

Administrative and technical checks.

Friday 5th January

Pentagonito, Lima, Peru

Assistance and race briefing

Saturday 6th January

Pentagonito, Lima

Start podium for the 1st stage “Lima/Pisco” of the 
40th edition of the Dakar, 2018 (Peru, Bolivia, Argentina).

Friday 12th January

La Paz, Bolivia 

Day off in the world’s highest capital. In 2017,  
an impressive crowd of 1 million spectators turned out  
to welcome the competitors. 

Saturday 20th January 

Córdoba, Argentina

14th and last stage of the 40th edition of the Dakar.

Unprecedented closing ceremony and podium,  
in the heart of the city of Córdoba.

Peru

Bolivia

Argentina



PERU  
REUNION IN THE LAND OF THE INCAS
There is not a traveller who does not succumb to the charms of Peru. Machu Picchu—the country’s emblem  
and a majestic remnant of the Inca civilization—attracts tourists in droves. Due to Peru’s geographical layout,  
visitors to the country can also enjoy a seaside holiday on the Pacific coast as well as mountain expeditions  
in the Andes or strolls along the shores of Lake Titicaca. But for Dakar competitors and rally enthusiasts,  
the true eye-openers are the deserts and dunes of the Ica region. This year—and even more so than in 2012  
and 2013—the challenge of crossing these barren lands will be foremost in the minds of many a visitor to Peru. 

Puno: a view across the lake 
Puno (full name: San Carlos de Borromeo de Puno) is principally known as the main gateway to the Peruvian shores 
of Lake Titicaca. As such, the town has become established as a major trade hub and an important centre for tourism. 
Despite its location near the Bolivian border, Puno is nevertheless regarded as the capital of Peruvian folklore: a city 
of art and culture.

Feria Dakar 
The exhibition and events of the Feria Dakar bring together all of the rally’s enthusiasts, taking the spirit  
of the Dakar across the country, far beyond the stopover towns where the bivouacs are set up.  
The Feria will come to Lima, Pisco and Puno:

3rd-5th January: Dakar Village, Lima

6th January: Feria Dakar Pisco

10th-11th January: Feria Dakar Puno

The flag-bearers... 
Nicolas Fuchs (car): 12th in 2017 

Francisco Léon (car): Winner of the T3.1 category in 2015 

Ignacio Flores (quad): 8th in 2013, Stage 1 winner

Eduardo Heinrich (bike): 45th in 2015

Alexis Hernández (quad): 8th in 2016

OFFICIAL PRESS CONTACTS 
Andrés Arturo Morán Gallegos: amoran@mincetur.gob.pe
DAKAR: María Pía Razuri: mprazuri@chisac.com

peru.travel  
twitter.com/visitperu   

facebook.com/visitperu  
instagram.com/peru  





BOLIVIA 
EPISODE 5
Bolivia occupies a special place in the history of South America, with its multitudinous festivals and its various 
peoples and cultures. Bolivia’s landscapes never cease to inspire: tourists flock to see the Salar Uyuni and play 
around with the perspective on their holiday photos. They also travel to La Paz to visit the highest capital in the world 
and explore the Altiplano, which covers nearly half of the country. Finally, the Amazon rainforest in the east  
of the country reserves yet more surprises with its diverse flora and fauna.  This is the fifth year that the Dakar  
has been lucky enough to cross this country of a thousand colours.

First stop… Sucre 
Bolivia is unusual in that it is governed from two capitals; Sucre is the constitutionally recognised and historical 
capital, and seat of the country’s Supreme Court, while the Parliament meets in La Paz. Sucre’s rich past has left  
an architectural signature which earned the city its classification as a World Heritage Site in 1991.

Feria Dakar 
The exhibition and events of the Feria Dakar bring together all of the rally’s enthusiasts, taking the spirit of the Dakar 
across the country, far beyond the stopover towns where the bivouacs are set up. The Feria will come to Sucre while 
the rally competitors enjoy a day off in La Paz.

11th-12th January: Feria Dakar, Sucre

The flag-bearers... 
Juan Carlos “Chavo” Salvatierra (bike): 14th place, Dakar 2014

Walter Nosiglia (quad): 3rd place, Dakar 2015

Fabricio Fuentes (bike): 38th place, Dakar 2016

Marco Bulacia (car): 20th place, Dakar 2017

OFFICIAL PRESS CONTACTS 
Sandra Bernal: sandrabernal1370@gmail.com
DAKAR: Julio Ramirez: julioramirez@doblem.com.bo

bolivia.travel 
twitter.com/ViceminTurismo  

facebook.com/BoliviaTeEsperaOficial  
instagram.com/boliviateespera 





ARGENTINA 
THE DAKAR AT ITS MOST INTENSE
Ever since January 2009, when the rally crossed the Atlantic for the very first time, there has been a sort  
of allegiance between the Dakar and Argentina. Immediately won over by the warm-hearted “Porteños”,  
the drivers and their crews experienced the charms of the capital before exploring the country’s vast expanses. 
Indeed, with nearly 3,500 km between its border with Bolivia and the tip of the Tierra del Fuego, Argentina  
is the size of a continent.  
Besides Buenos Aires, the Dakar has come to a total of 19 Argentine provinces.

Córdoba: final destination 
In the heart of Argentina lies the second largest city in the country, Córdoba.  
The Dakar has naturally and quickly established a foothold here in the Argentinian home of motor sports.  
The bivouac has been set up here four times, but trackside fans are even more familiar with the rally than one might 
expect, since the route has passed through the province seven times. This time round, the final podium  
will be in Córdoba. 

Feria Dakar 
The exhibition and events of the Feria Dakar bring together all of the rally’s enthusiasts, taking the spirit of  
the Dakar across the country, far beyond the stopover towns where the bivouacs are set up. The idea originated  
in Argentina during the 2017 edition; over 150,000 people attended the 13 Ferias organised during the rally.

14th January: Feria Dakar Salta

15th January: Feria Dakar Catamarca

16th January: Feria Dakar La Rioja

17th January: Feria Dakar San Juan 

18th January: Feria Dakar Córdoba

19th-20th January: Feria Dakar Villa Carlos Paz

The flag-bearers... 
Orlando Terranova (car): 5th place, Dakar 2013 and 2014

Kevin Benavides (bike): 4th place, Dakar 2016

Fernando Villagra (truck): 3rd place, Dakar 2016 

Jeremias González (quad): 2nd place, Dakar 2015

Pablo Copetti (quad): 3rd place, Dakar 2017

OFFICIAL PRESS CONTACTS 
Martin Gallino: mgallino@turismo.gov.ar

DAKAR: Augusto Lobo: augustolobo@maseventos.com.ar 

argentina.travel
twitter.com/visitarg 

facebook.com/visitarg
instagram.com/visitargentina





 ORGANISATIONS INVOLVED 

•  Military and regular police forces, ground army, traffic police, fire-fighters (fire 
management plan), civil defence and emergency preparedness, sanitary department, 
and air force.

•  Multilingual staff who have followed safety seminars and coordination meetings  
and been trained in emergency exercises. Thirty days of work in the field.

 RESOURCES: 

•  Dedicated vehicles: 60 cars, 10 helicopters, 7 airplanes, 50 freight trucks,  
and 10 buses

•  2,800 persons present at the bivouac each day (competitors, organisation staff, 
sponsors and media)

•  4,500 linear metres representing, in November 2015, all the vehicles embarking  
at the port of Le Havre, including 2,600 metres of trucks

•  4,864 incoming/outgoing calls in 2017 between competitors  
and the PC Paris (Paris Control Centre)

• 12,000 m2: average size of a bivouac

•  7,000 meals served per day at the bivouac (85,000 total meals during the rally)

 2018 TV PRODUCTION FACILITIES 

• 12 trucks

• 4 SNGs for satellite transmission

• 3 TV helicopters

• 9 cars on the route

•  11 A.S.O. video journalists (5 on the route, 6 at the bivouac or at the arrival  
for the special stage) 

• 5 on-board camera systems in the racing vehicles

• 1 super slow-motion camera (500 images/second)

• 15 “GoPro inside Dakar” cameras (Dakar Heroes)

• 22 editing units

• 45 tonnes of video equipment

ORGANISING 
THE DAKAR



 Western Europe 
France -  France 2 / 3 / 4 / Ô, Franceinfo,  

BFM TV, BFM Sport
Netherlands -  RTL 7, Omroep Brabandt, RTL 4
Spain -  Teledeporte, Esport 3, La Una, TV3 Catalunya
Portugal -  RTP*, SIC
Germany -  ZDF, RTL, n-TV
Austria -  ORF
Belgium -  RTBF, VTM, RTL TVI, VRT
Italy -  Mediaset, RAI, Automoto TV

 Eastern Europe 
Belarus -  ONT
Macedonia – AlfaTV
Kosovo -  TV21
Hungary -  RTL Klub, MTVA
Poland -  TVP*, TVN, Polsat
Slovakia -  RTVS*
Lithuania -  BTV, LNK, LRT, TV3 
Czech Republic -  CT Sport, Nova, Prima, Sport 5
Russia -  Match TV, Rossiya1, NTV, RenTV, Perviy Kanal  

 Europe-wide 
Eurosport (54 countries)

 Americas 
USA -  NBC Sports
Canada -  RDS*, Sportsnet
Argentina -  Canal 7, Canal12 Córdoba, Telefe
Brazil -  Fox Sports, TV Globo, SporTV, Bandeirantes, 

Esporte Interativo
Bolivia -  Bolivia TV, Tigo Sports, Bolivision, ATB, PAT
Colombia -  Caracol TV
Paraguay -  Telefuturo, Paraguay TV
Peru -  TV Peru, Latina, ATV, Movistar TV
Fox Sports Latin America (41 countries - Latin America)

INTERNATIONAL 
TV BROADCASTING

 Asia/Oceania 
Australia -  SBS
China -  CCTV, Mango TV* 
Japan -  J Sports 2/3/4
New Zealand -  Sky Sport 1/2/3/4
India -  Star India*
Eurosport Asia (16 countries - Asia)
Fox Sports Asia (25 countries - Asia) 

 Africa 
Supersport (52 countries - Africa)
South Africa - SABC, eNCA

 Middle East 
BeIN Sports (23 countries - Middle East)
Abu Dhabi Sports, Dubai Sports, Sky News Arabia,  
MBC Action TV

 Worldwide 
TV5 Monde
RedBull TV
Deutsche Welle, France 24, Canal 24 horas,  
Al Jazeera (global news channels)

 News Agencies 
AFP TV
Eurovision Sports News
Perform Omnisport 
Reuters
SNTV 

* To be confirmed

Rouge: Coverage in television news

1,460 accredited 
journalists  

of 32 nationalities report 
on the rally

1,200 hours 
of TV broadcasting in total

70 TV channels 
5 continents, 190 countries



 

 Le Dakar - 1re partie 

Every day starting at 6:50 pm live on France 4/ 
Presented by Lionel Chamoulaud and Luc Alphand

More than one hour of live reporting on and about  
the race:

•  By car, Philippe Lafon and Loic Houeix will immerse 
TV viewers in the heart of the race and the drivers’ 
experiences.

•  By helicopter, Jean-François Kerckaert will follow  
the competing cars up to the final victory.

•  In the cities and villages of Peru, Bolivia and Argentina, 
Camille Wormser will bring us the reactions of the 
members of the public that have come to the Dakar 
route

•  At the bivouac and behind the scenes, Xavier Richard 
and Julien Delage will meet the competitors and the 
technical and medical staff who ensure that the rally 
goes smoothly.

•  Viewers will also be able to discover the portraits 
of many of the rally drivers participating in this 
extraordinary race.

40 ans de Dakar 

A series of documentaries to be viewed every evening 
starting at 7:55 pm on France 4

In the context of the Dakar’s 40th edition, France 
Télévisions is presenting an exceptional programme  
with a series of original documentaries.

Le Journal du Dakar

Every evening starting at 8:00 pm live on France 3 / 
Presented by Lionel Chamoulaud and Luc Alphand

For the 40th edition of the Dakar, France Télévisions, the rally’s original broadcaster, offers to bring this legendary 
race to you through numerous daily programmes from 6 to 20 January 2018. This year, the most difficult rally  
in the world will cross the dunes of Peru, Bolivia and Argentina, ending in Córdoba. 

 Press Contacts 

 Jennifer ARMAND 
Sports press officer 

+33 (0)1 56 22 22 90 / +33 (0)6 10 49 53 74 
jennifer.armand@francetv.fr 

Laura BERGOUGNOU 
+33 (0)1 56 22 52 09 

laura.bergougnou@francetv.fr  

Le Dakar – 2e partie

Starting at 8:20 pm live on France 4 / Presented by 
Lionel Chamoulaud and Luc Alphand

Bivouac 

In the 3rd part of the evening from 6 to 19 January  
on France 2 and rebroadcast the following day  
at 8 am on France Ô

Gaël Robic, Thierry Vildary, Luc Alphand and the entire 
team will go to the heart of the bivouac to catch the 
reactions of the competitors, especially the passionate 
amateurs. Relive the best moments of the day’s stage 
through special report recaps.

The francetvsport digital offering 

All live broadcasts and replays of the rally programmes 
will be available simultaneously on the site and the 
francetvsport app, and via replay on france.tv.

And on francetvsport, follow all the videos, breakdowns, 
best excerpts from the stages and highlights, results, 
real-time news, and more.

“Le Journal du Dakar” (The Dakar Report) will be 
available simultaneously on the francetvsport pages  
of Facebook, YouTube and Dailymotion.

On social networks, the reporters will bring the 
competition to the francetvsport accounts on Twitter  
and Instagram, and through Snapchat stories.



The Dakar Series quality label, awarded since 2008 to rallies that share the same values as the Dakar and meet 
their high quality standards, was granted in 2017 to two competitions in Africa and Asia: the Dakar Series Merzouga 
Rally and the Dakar Series China Rally. Several races also host the Dakar Challenge, renamed  
“Road to Dakar” for the 2018 season, allowing young drivers with top performances to gain preferential entry into 
the Dakar.

 Dakar Series: World class competitions, preparations adapted to the Dakar 

These events, organised jointly or directly by ASO, stand out through the care put into route design, their ability  
to draw internationally known top drivers, and the conditions for hosting the competitors. These parameters  
allow seasoned drivers or those wishing to discover the Dakar to experience the world of extreme rallies.  
In 2017, the second edition of the Merzouga Rally under the Dakar Series quality label brought together the elite  
of the motorbike category, plus amateurs from around the world seeking to perfect themselves in order to 
participate in the Dakar or simply experience a rally. With the dunes of the Badain Jaran Desert in Inner Mongolia, the 
first edition of the Dakar Series China Rally offered participants the opportunity to conduct first-rate  
obstacle-clearing exercises.

 “Road to Dakar” Planetary talent spotting 

The off-road world looks to the Dakar. In every off-road competition around the planet, a portion of the drivers have 
the short- or medium-term goal of participating in the January rally. The Dakar organisers are particularly interested 
in the pool of talent showcased in some of the rallies run in the Americas, Africa, or Asia, for example. This year, five 
contests were selected by the Dakar Challenge* with a single goal: offer the opportunity to less experienced drivers 
to earn a pass to participate in the Dakar. In this manner, Argentinian quad driver Jeremías Gonzalez Ferioli got his 
feet wet in the 2014 Dakar, becoming at Valparaiso the youngest finisher in history (6th)  
and going on to rank 2nd in the category in 2016.

 Winners of the 2017 Dakar Challenge who will participate in the 2018 Dakar 

• Amageza Rally (South Africa): Willem du Toit (SAF – Motorbike)

• Sonora Rally (Mexico): Mark Samuels (USA - Motorbike)

• Baja India (India): Abdul Wahid Tanveer (IND - Motorbike)

• Merzouga Rally (Morocco): Maciej Giemza (POL - Motorbike)

• Toyota 1000 Desert Race (Botswana): Hennie De Klerk (SAF - Car)

• Baja Aragon (Spain): Oscar Fuertes (SPA - Car)

• Baja Inka (Peru): Juan-Carlos Uribe (PER - SSV) 

DAKAR SERIES 
ROAD TO DAKAR

(*) Eligibility conditions: have never participated in the Dakar, or ranked  
among the top 10 in an FIM all-terrain rally, or been on an FIA or ASO “elite” list.



The Dakar is an exceptional human adventure  
and an extraordinary challenge  
that brings about an in-depth transformation  
of each participant.

It is an invitation to live life to the fullest  
and satisfy a quest for extreme sensations.

The Dakar is extraordinary:  
through its openly extreme nature,  
it is a unique adventure  
in the middle of the wilderness,  
a real-time discovery  
that requires extraordinary athletic,  
physical and mental skills.

The Dakar is daring:  
it reinvents itself and adapts  
to different contexts,  
proposing a new adventure  
each year.

The Dakar is intense:  
it is held under extreme conditions  
on rough terrain,  
requiring endurance and concentration.  
Down to the last minute,  
nothing can be taken for granted.

The Dakar is committed:  
organised in a meaningful, responsible  
and community spirit, it establishes bonds  
with the populations of the countries  
it passes through.

DAKAR  
VALUES

For all those that are determined, passionate, who love the 
great outdoors… those driven by a desire to feel alive like 
never before, those who want to be 

the heroes of 
their own story.

For you, adventurers in the extreme,

ready to realise 
your wildest 
dreams.

You have the Dakar spirit,

get ready to 
enter the 
legend.



THE DAKAR 
THANKS ITS 2018 PARTNERS

MAJOR PARTNER

INSTITUTIONAL PARTNERS

OFFICIAL BROADCASTERS

OFFICIAL SUPPLIERS

OFFICIAL SUPPORTERS
PERU BOLIVIA ARGENTINA



JANUARY  
6TH - 20TH 

#Dakar2018

dakar.com  |  @dakar  |  #Dakar2018

Press contact: pressedakar@aso.fr
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