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PARAGUAY
Paraguay has a population of nearly 
7 million people, and its geography 
is marked by the presence of a river 
of the same name, which separates 
the country between the Eastern and 
Western regions. When it comes to 
sport, Paraguayans have stood out on 
the world stage thanks to two cham-
pions with temperament: football goal 
keeper Jose-Luis Chilavert, who in 
addition to having been elected keeper 
of the year by FIFA on three occasions 
also scored 62 goals in his professional 
career, and tennis star Victor Pecci, 
who reached the men’s final at Roland 
Garros in 1979 and today is the Minister 
of Sport for Paraguay. He was closely 
involved in the creation of the Desafío 
Guaraní, the event that through its 
two editions has unveiled Paraguay’s 
enthusiasm for rally-raid.

Asunción 
A new capital city will host the start 
of the Dakar. Bordering Argentina, 
separated by the Paraguay River, the 
city with its suburbs totals nearly a 
third of the country’s entire popula-
tion. For the reception of the biggest 
sporting event that it will host in its 
history, Asunción will provide the 
Dakar competitors with colourful 
encouragement for the journey that 
will await them.

BOLIVIA
In addition to its regular visitors, 
in 2014 Bolivia hosted the Dakar 
motorcycle competitors for the first 
time, giving them the opportunity to 
discover the sumptuous Uyuni salt 
flats, the largest salt desert in the 
world. In 2015, the car crews also 
had the chance to experience the 
unique welcome that the Bolivian 
people provide the rally and in 2016 
the entire bivouac stopped over in 
Uyuni. Now connoisseurs of the 
region, the rally competitors will 
take the adventure further in 2017, 
all the way to Lake Titicaca and then 
to La Paz. Five stages in total will be 
fought out in the country of adop-
tion of the Liberator of the continent, 
Simon Bolivar.

La Paz
The administrative responsibilities 
of the country are shared between 
two capitals. Sucre is home to the 
Supreme Court. La Paz is known as 
being the highest capital in the world 
at 3,600 meters above sea level… 
where water for example boils at 87° 
Celsius. It is in this atmosphere of 
rarefied oxygen that the 2017 Dakar 
competitors will have to catch their 
breath…

ARGENTINA
Argentineans have enjoyed immense 
moments thanks to the competitors 
that carry their colours on the rally. 
Since 2009, the Patronelli saga that 
has been the big story with five titles 
won in the quad category by Marcos 
and Alejandro between 2010 and 
2016…and the promise of the duo 
returning to the highest level this 
year! Argentina is also defended 
with honour in the car category by 
Orlando Terranova, who has justified 
his status as a podium contender 
by finishing twice in 5th place. Last 
January, Argentina was also repre-
sented on the podium in the truck 
category thanks to the reconversion 
of Federico Villagra (3rd).

Buenos Aires
The Argentinean capital represents a 
lot for the Dakar: it is here that it all 
began (again)! At the moment of an 
indispensable rebound following the 
cancellation of the rally in 2008, the 
Porteños welcomed the participants 
coming from all continents with the 
same enthusiasm they demonstrate 
for their countrymen. For everyone, 
the memory of the massive crowd on 
the Avenida 9 de Julio symbolized 
the start of a new era. Buenos Aires, 
which has hosted the start and finish 
of the first three South American 
editions, will, once again, be the ulti-
mate goal to reach in January 2017.

ROUTE: 
PARAGUAY JOINS THE DAKAR CLUB
With the addition of Paraguay, the Dakar will visit the 29th country in its history, the 5th on the 
South American continent. Then the rally will head for its longest stay so far in Bolivia and more 
specifically the capital city of La Paz. Argentina, which has been a part of every edition since 2009, 
will be the theatre for the final battle decided in Buenos Aires.
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UP IN THE AIR
 
The Dakar is naturally drawn towards summits. Since its begin-
nings it has represented the highest level of adventure within 
the reach of amateurs. In other words, its peak exploits were 
symbolized by the Ténéré Tree, the Elephants Rock and the banks 
of Lake Rose. The crossing of the Atlantic by the rally didn’t 
present an encounter on the high-seas to its competitors. It was 
however accompanied by a new challenge, that of altitude. They 
experienced the Paso San Francisco as they crossed the Andes, 
they allowed themselves to be carried away by the reliefs of the 
Jujuy and Salta provinces, and they discovered the magic of the 
Uyuni salt lake at 4000 meters above sea level. In 2017, the explo-
ration in South America continues with a route that will feature a 
majority of new roads and tracks for the competitors to discover. 
The event will now head to its 29th different country, Paraguay, 
for a stay in the capital city, Asunción. The visit to Bolivia will 
take on a new dimension on this 39th edition, with five stages in 
total for jaunts along the shores of Lake Titicaca and a rest day 
in the highest capital city in the world, La Paz. The money time 
will finally come for the title contenders on a diagonal drawn on 
the map of Argentina towards the loyal Buenos Aires.
 
Étienne Lavigne
Dakar Rally Director
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THE BIGGEST RALLY  
IN THE WORLD

THE DAKAR’S  
DIGITAL IMPACT

AN ECO-RESPONSIBLE 
EVENT

A MEDIA GIANT…  
AT THE SERVICE OF ITS HOST COUNTRIES

2nd biggest 
motorsport event in the world:

77 % brand awareness

2016

60 nationalities 
 represented in competition

559 competitors at the start 

63% of finishers 

Social networks:  2 million fans,
followers and suscribers (+500,000 vs 2015)

Facebook: 1.4 million fans
(+16 % vs 2015), 24M likes, 1.1M shares

Twitter: 286K followers
(+27 % vs 2015)

Instagram: 162K followers
(X2 vs 2015)

16.3 million videos viewed in 2016
(+10 million vs 2015)

A route designed  
in close collaboration with 
the local authorities  
in each country.

Waste sorting and waste treatment 
program with local authorities.

The Dakar Rally compensates 100 %  
of its carbon footprint: $635,000 donated  
to “Madre de Dios”.

39 editions, 29 countries visited
(3 in Europe - 21 in Africa - 5 in South America) 1,200  hours of TV broadcast

(including 73% outside of South America)

190 countries

4.4 million spectators along the course 

1.460 journalists on the rally, representing 130 media
Media impact value:  US$104 million
Since 2009: direct economic impact of more than US$1 billion for host countries

THE DAKAR:  AN ADVENTURE SINCE 1979

“A challenge for those who go,  
a dream for those who stay ”

Thierry Sabine

2016


