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FIA World Rally Championship (WRC), Rally Poland 
 
An extra portion of courage: Mikkelsen claims second WRC win in 
Poland, Ogier and Volkswagen lead championship at halfway point 
 
� “The Handsome won” snatches last-gasp success in Poland: Mikkelsen/Jæger win in the 

rain 

� Volkswagen leads Manufacturer, Driver and Co-Driver World Championships at halfway 

point  

 
Wolfsburg (03 July 2016). Thrilling right down to the wire, with fortune favouring the brave: 
Andreas Mikkelsen/Anders Jæger (N/N) produced an outstanding display in Poland to take 
their second victory in the FIA World Rally Championship (WRC). The duo in the Volkswagen 
Polo R WRC finished just ahead of runners-up Ott Tänak/Raigo Mõlder (EST/EST, M-Sport-
Ford) in an exciting finale, in which they benefitted from Tänak’s last-minute misfortune, as 
the long-time leader lost time due to a puncture. Victory sees Mikkelsen/Jæger close the gap 
to fellow Volkswagen pair Sébastien Ogier/Julien Ingrassia (F/F), who finished sixth, in the 
race for the world championship. As the season reaches the halfway point after seven of 14 
rounds, Ogier/Ingrassia and Volkswagen head to the coming rally in Finland (28.–31.07.2016) 
on top of the overall standings. Mikkelsen/Jæger are second, 51 points behind the three-time 
world champions. Volkswagen maintained a lead of 61 points over its closest rival Hyundai in 
Poland. Jari-Matti Latvala/Miikka Anttila (FIN/FIN) ended the Rally Poland in fifth place in the 
third Polo R WRC. 
 
Win number two for Mikkelsen, number 38 for the Polo R WRC 

 
It was thanks to a large portion of courage at the Rally Poland that Andreas Mikkelsen 
claimed his second victory in the FIA World Rally Championship (WRC), following his maiden 
win at the 2015 Rally Spain. He and co-driver Anders Jæger have featured on the podium four 
times this season, but this is their first appearance on the very top step. The win was made 
possible by a spirited drive. Mikkelsen/Jæger were the third duo onto the route for the first 
two days of the rally, meaning they had to contend with the disadvantage of having to sweep 
the roads clear of loose gravel for the subsequent world rally cars. They finished in the top 
three on 15 of the 21 special stages and were embroiled in a thrilling duel with Ott 
Tänak/Raigo Mõlder (EST/EST, M-Sport-Ford) throughout the entire race. They kept the 
pressure on the Estonian duo on Sunday morning, and were in the right place at the right 
time to take advantage when Tänak/Mõlder lost time due to a puncture on the penultimate 
special stage. 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Halfway lead: Ogier, Ingrassia and Volkswagen lead the World Rally Championship after 

seven rounds 

 
51 points lead – Sébastien Ogier/Julien Ingrassia lead the World Rally Championship going 
into the second half of the season. Their closest rivals are team-mates Andreas 
Mikkelsen/Anders Jæger, whose victory at the Rally Poland saw them climb into second place 
in the Driver and Co-Driver competitions. Jari-Matti Latvala and Miikka Anttila have moved up 
into fourth place, 75 points behind the leaders. Volkswagen has opened a nice gap in the 
Manufacturers’ Championship: at the end of the first half of the season, the Wolfsburg-based 
car maker leads Hyundai by 61 points. 25 points are awarded for a win. 
 
Sun followed by rain – the Rally Poland alternates between dust and mud 

 
Fist searing heat, then torrential rain – these were the two faces of the 2016 Rally Poland. 
With high temperatures, dust and loose gravel, the two opening days – Friday and Saturday – 
were a huge challenge, particularly for the first crews onto the route. In contrast, the 
competitors were greeted with a soggy route on Sunday morning, after overnight rain 
completely changed the character of the Rally Poland. In both cases, accurate pace notes 
were the key to success. 
 
Speed, speed and more speed – part one of the high-speed festival 

 
The Rally Poland is one of the fastest rallies on the FIA World Rally Championship (WRC) 
calendar and formed the start of the high-speed phase of the series, which continues with 
the Rally Finland (28.–31.07.2016). In 2016, the average speed was 106.16 kilometres per 
hour. And that despite the traditionally slow spectator stages and raining stages on Sunday 
significantly lowering the average speed of the rally.  
 
Power stage: Bonus points for Ogier and Latvala 

 
The 37th Power Stage win for Volkswagen, and the 31st for Sébastien Ogier: the closing stage 
of the Rally Poland was once again a huge success for the car maker from Wolfsburg. Thanks 
to the stage win for Ogier/Ingrassia and second place for Latvala/Anttila, Volkswagen has 
now picked up extra points on 83 occasions – and that in only the 45th Power Stage since the 
manufacturer joined the World Rally Championship at the 2013 Rally Monte Carlo. 
 
 
 
Quotes after day three of the Rally Poland 

 
Sébastien Ogier, Volkswagen Polo R WRC #1 

“Congratulations to Andreas and Anders, who did a good job all rally. But respect also to the 
performance of Ott Tänak. As always in Poland, he was really quick. At the end of the Power 



 

 
 

Stage I tried to console him a little. It really hurts when you come so close to your first win in 
the World Rally Championship. It was a tough weekend for Julien and me, so I am glad that 
we at least managed to pick up a few points towards the overall standings. The conditions 
were really slippery today, the toughest they’ve been for a long time. It was all about getting 
the Polo home in one piece. I am now looking forward to returning home to my wife and son. 
I have received so many presents for Tim that I might have to buy an extra suitcase.” 
 

Jari-Matti Latvala, Volkswagen Polo R WRC #2 

“First of all, congratulations to my team-mate Andreas Mikkelsen. He drove a fantastic rally. 
It is obviously bitter for Ott Tänak to lose first place with so little of the rally remaining, but 
that is the ruthless nature of our sport. For me, today was the best day of the Rally Poland. 
Unfortunately, I found my rhythm far too late. Despite this, the good times on the special 
stages and second place on the Power Stage are a decent way to finish the rally and earned 
some valuable points in the Manufacturers’ Championship. Next up is the Rally Finland – my 
home race and the highlight of the year. I am really looking forward to it and will prepare as 
well as possibly for it.” 
 
Andreas Mikkelsen, Volkswagen Polo R WRC #9 

“What a fantastic end to a crazy rally. We gave it everything we could, right from the word 
go. That was the only way we could compensate for having to take to the route so early. We 
knew that we could still get another chance to challenge for the win in today’s unpredictable 
conditions. When that chance came along, we took it. To win the rally is simply fantastic, as it 
is the first win together with my co-driver Anders Jæger. We are friends and have been 
through so much together. This here is very special. However, I feel for Ott Tänak and Raigo 
Mõlder, who were denied victory by a puncture so close to the finish. I experienced similar in 
Sweden last year.”  
 
Jost Capito, Volkswagen Motorsport Director 

“Andreas Mikkelsen and Anders Jæger can be proud of their performance. They fought 
courageously, never gave up, and deserved to win. The late set-back is obviously a great 
shame for Ott Tänak and Raigo Mõlder. They would also have fully deserved to win. We have 
great respect for their effort – I am sure that their time will come in the World Rally 
Championship. Sébastien Ogier and Julien Ingrassia also performed brilliantly, although this 
was not reflected in the result due to the expected time loss they suffered as the first car on 
the road. They were far better than their result suggests. Jari-Matti Latvala and Miikka Anttila 
battled back after a disappointing start to the rally. All in all, we are happy with the 
performance of the entire team. The whole troop worked flawlessly and fought for every 
millimetre.” 
 
 
 



 

 
 

And then there was ... 

 
... the “World Rally Car” for the future World Rally Champion of 2041. Sébastien Ogier’s team 
presented him with a push-car in Polo R WRC design for his three-week-old son Tim Kaiser-
Ogier. “I hope he gets plenty of use out of it,” said daddy Ogier.  
 
 
 
FIA World Rally Championship (WRC), Rally Poland – Final Results* 

01. Andreas Mikkelsen/Anders Jæger (N/N), Volkswagen, 2h 37m 34.4s 
02. Ott Tänak/Raigo Mõlder (EST/EST), Ford, + 26.2s 
03. Hayden Paddon/John Kennard (NZ/NZ), Hyundai, + 28.5s 
04. Thierry Neuville/Nicolas Gilsoul (B/B), Hyundai, + 29.3s 
05. Jari-Matti Latvala/Miikka Anttila (FIN/FIN), Volkswagen, + 33.8s 
06. Sébastien Ogier/Julien Ingrassia (F/F), Volkswagen, + 40.3s 
07. Craig Breen/Scott Martin (IRL/GB), Citroën, + 2m 01.4s 
08. Mads Østberg/Ola Fløene (N/N), Ford, + 3m 04.6s 
09. Eric Camilli/Benjamin Veillas (F/F), Ford, + 5m 23.1s 
10. Teemu Suninen/Mikku Markkula (FIN/FIN), Škoda, + 5m 53.3s 
 
 
 
FIA World Rally Championship (WRC), Rally Poland – Power Stage Results 

 

01. Sébastien Ogier/Julien Ingrassia (F/F), Volkswagen 4m 47.0s 
02. Jari-Matti Latvala/Miikka Anttila (FIN/FIN), Volkswagen + 0.7s 
03. Thierry Neuville/Nicolas Gilsoul (B/B), Hyundai + 1.5s 
 

 

 

FIA World Rally Championship (WRC), Overall Standings* 
 

Drivers’ Championship 

1. Sébastien Ogier, 143 points; 2. Andreas Mikkelsen, 92; 3. Hayden Paddon, 72; 4. Jari-Matti 
Latvala, 68; 5. Dani Sordo, 68; 6. Mads Østberg, 62; 7. Thierry Neuville, 61; 8. Ott Tänak, 52; 9. 
Kris Meeke, 26; 10. Eric Camilli, 24 
 
Co-drivers’ Championship 

1. Julien Ingrassia, 143 points; 2. Anders Jæger, 92; 3. John Kennard, 72; 4. Miikka Anttila, 68; 
5. Marc Martí, 68; 6. Ola Fløene, 62; 7. Nicolas Gilsoul, 61; 8. Raigo Mõlder, 52; 9. Paul Nagle, 
26; 10. Benjamin Veillas, 24 
 



 

 
 

Manufacturers’ Championship 

1. Volkswagen Motorsport, 196 points; 2. Hyundai Motorsport, 135; 3. M-Sport, 100; 4. 
Volkswagen Motorsport II, 99; 5. Hyundai Motorsport N, 78; 6. DMACK, 58; 7. Jipocar Czech 
National Team, 18; 8. Yazeed Racing, 6 
 

* Provisional. 

 
 
 
Note to editors 

The FIA World Rally Championship (WRC) provides copyright-free video material. For access, please register at 

wrc.com/mediaroom 
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D-30179 Hannover 
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www.volkswagen-motorsport.com – Volkswagen’s media database offers: 
� Latest media information on the entire motorsport commitment 
� High-resolution photos 
� Opportunity to download TV footage 
� Sending of media information in language of your choice (German/English) 
 
Links 

� www.volkswagen-motorsport.com (public website/media database) 
� www.facebook.com/VolkswagenMotorsport (Facebook page) 
� www.twitter.com/VolkswagenRally (Twitter channel) 
� www.youtube.com/VolkswagenRally (YouTube channel) 
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